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BETTY RIZZO'S FATHER IS
CALLED TO GREAT BEYOND
Scanning over the Bulletin sent to
all members of the New York Chap-
tre, The Octofoil personnel was sad-
dened to note the following:
"We regret to announce that Betty
Rizzo's father has passed away. To
Betty and John we extend the sym-
pathyof all the members of the New
York Chapter."
The Octofoil likewise extends its
most humble sympathy to Betty and
John Rizzo, two fine people and hard
workers for a better New York
Chapter and a finer National Associ-
ation.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
LT. COL. "ANDY" BAKER
LEAVES RED RIVER AREA
Lt. Col. Andrew L. Baker's new
mailing address will be 15 Shaw St.,
N. Weymouth, Mass. His old addresS
was care Red River Army Depot,
Texarkana, Ark.-Tex.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
Members of the Association who
attended the Memorial SerVices in
Worcester November 10 were bump-
ing into members from the Philly-
Delaware Chapter here, there and
everywhere. And they were broad-
casting for everyone to hear it-that
the City of Brotherly Love will put
on a Reunion in 1964 that will long
be remembered. The group agreed
to slow down to around 90 miles an
hour until after the Christmas holi-
days-then they plan on flooding The
Octofoil with copy for the next four
issues telling the membership what
Philly has to offer the Reunion vis-
itors next year. Contact will be made
with the Chamber of Commerce to
furl).ish The Octofoil with glossy
prints of many historical views in
and around the area where ground-
work was laid for the formation of
a great nation was laid. No city in
America is so steeped in tradition as
is the great city of Philadelphia, Pa.
rt isni't too early now to start mak-
ing plans to visit Philly next July.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
FITZGERALD KENNEDY
1917-1963
Coffin that passes through lanes and streets,
Through day and night with the great cloud darkening the
land,
With the pomp of the inloop'd flags with the cities draped in
black,
With the show of the States themselves as of crape-veil'd women
standing,
With processions long and winding and the flambeaus of the
night,
With the countless torches lit, with the silent sea of faces and ~'4
the unbared heads,
With the waiting depot, the arriving coffin, and the sombre
faces,
With dirges through the night, with the thousand voices rising
strong and solemn,
With all the mournful voices of the dirges pour'd around the
coffin,
The dim-Iit churches and the shuddering organs---where amid
these you journey,
With the tolling, tolling bells' perpetual clang,
Here, coffin that slowly passes,
I give you my sprig of lilac.
-From "When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd",
by Walt Whitman on the occasion of Abraham Lincoln's
assassination in 1865•





12226 Wheeler Ave., Bronx, N. Y.
Thanks to Walter O'Keel/e,
president of the Greater New
York Chapter, The Octofoil was
able to get the above photo of
Larry. And he's really a fine, in-
telligent looking chap-the son
of Vincent D'Addona who was
with the 9th Recon.
Larry D'Addona was the re-
cipient 0/ an Association schol-




"Doc" Walton, Rome, Ga., who
does a good job of keeping everyone
in a jolly mood at the Reunions, had
to pen a grief-stricken note to
friends during the past month.
On October 27 Doc's mother passed
away. She has been ill for almost
five years and bedfast since July of
1963.
The Octofoil joins with Doc's other
hordes of friends and extend our sin-
cere sympathy to him at this time
while he grieves over the lost of his
best friend.
Walton wanted Father Connors
and his other buddies to know why
he was unable to attend the Memo-
rial Services in Worcester this year.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOW!-
Mrs. Sari Keyser, 5 S. Perry St.,
Apt. 31, Dayton 2, Ohio, a Gold Star
mother, has been trying to locate a
Hubert Rau or Hubert Row. Her son
often wrote about a friend by that
name. Mrs. Keysey's son was Lieut.
John Groves Keysey, Co. I, 60th. He
had safely crossed Remagen Bridge
and three days later was killed at a
place called St. Katharnen.
Any member of the Association
who reads this request from Mrs.
Keyser would do her a great favor to
let her know immediately where and
how Hubert Rau or Row can be lo-
cated. There is no Hubert Rau or
Row listed in any of the files at Sec-
retary Dan Quinn's office.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
People have no use for a rainfall
or a snowfall, but they keep look-
ing .for a windfall.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
Right after Christmas every year
Secretary Dan Quinn has a painful
duty to perform. He has to go
through the Octofoil mailing list and
lift out the plates of those who have
not paid the current year's dues in
to the Association. So, hurry up and
get those 1964 dues in-then when
Dan is preparing the list for mailing
the next edition of The Octofoil he
will not have the distasteful task of
pulling out too many of his old bud-
dies' name plates and placing them
on a rack with several hundred other
inactives who have fallen on the
wayside and are now listed as de-
linquents-adult delinquents. There
is some hope for a juvenile delin-
quent but adult delinquents are
pitiful SAD SACKS. Don't get in that
category. Pay 1964 DUES NOW.








Mrs. H. E. Gearhart, Sr., 1925 Red-
gate Drive, Cradock, Portsmouth,
Va. 23702, writes the following beau-
tiful letter:
Dear Sirs: As Gold Star parents
of William Ray Gearhart, we enjoy
reading The Octofoil, and thank you
for sending it. We have not been
able to attend any Reunions, but
hope to do so in the future.
Am enclosing a cneck for ten dol-
lars ($10.00) to be used in the Memo-
rial fund or wherever you need it
most.
Sincerely-Mrs. H. E. Gearhart, Sr.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
The only thing a heated argument
ever produced is a coolness.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
.i~~~iIi~:·
For many years the ~ood pe~p'e of Wo;ce.r (in Fathe: Connorlf' parish parti:u~a,.l;),have been giv'- "
ing former Ninth Division Men b mighty fine'Te,eYco". when they visit Worcester for Ninth Division Me-
morial Services at Immaculate Conception Chureh. At Jhe last ,National Reunion in Springfield, Ill., a res-.
olution was adopted thanking these good people. At the banquet, following the Memorial Services on
IVovember 10, this year, the immediate past National President, Francis Maher, stepped forward and pre-
sented a beautiful plaque with the resolution made a part of the plaque. Paul McGrath and Mrs. Russell
}. Foran are shown above with Father Connors, accepting the plaque in behalf of all the parish members.






Each and everyone connected with The Octofoil sincerely appreciate
the many beautiful Christmas cards being received-but the sad part
about it-the possibility of answering all of them is a physical impossi-
bility.1t is hoped that the members who sent cards and none were forth-
coming from The Octofoil will understand. Assistant Editor Dick Pestel
has advised that the money he would have expended on answering every
card he received is being used to provide some needy family in his
neighborhood an enjoyable Christmas. The Editor and Assistant Editor
both have their own jobs to take care of-then The Octofoil comes after
regular hours-with this issue put on the press right around the Holi-
day Season there was no tilne left to address cards-and it was decided
the members would much prefer a newsy issue of The Octofoil than to
receive a decorative Holiday Greeting card. But anyway
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A
HAPPY NEW YEAR! ... TO ALL
All the Association Officers join with The Octofoil Personnel in send-
ing Season's Greetings and Best Wishes.
TRYING TO GET A MED
GROUP ALL LINED UP
Edgar N. Cobbler is trying to get
in touch with as many of the men
from the Ninth Medical Division, Co.
A, B, and C, as possible. Ed hopes
to round up these old 9th Medics for
a little Reunion of their own. Any-
one interested should contact him at
the following address: Edgar N. Cob-
bler, Rt. 4, Martinsville, Va., Phone
632-5868.
Secretary Quinn has suggested to
Ed that he use his efforts to get as
many of his Medic buddies as he
possibly can to be at Reunion in
Philadelphia next July and start
making his future plans from there.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWl-
A good line is the shortest dis-
tance betw'een two dates.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
Ninth Division Men Give Worcester People a Salute Due for a Long Time
G. V. SCUCCIMARRI LOSES HIS MORRIS SOBER BECOMES
COPY "8 STARS TO VICTORY" A FULL-FLEDGED MEMBER
Average No. Copies Single Issue Nearest
Each Issue During to Filing Date
Preceding 12 Months
~: ~~~~I ~i~~~:Bo~~PiJasPrinted (net press run). . 2,000 1,550
1. To term subscribers by mail, carrier
delivery or by other means 1,864 1,425
2. Sales thru agents, news dealers, or otherwise 0 0
c. Free distribution (inclUding samples) by mail,
carrier delivery, or by other means. . . . . . . . . . 136 125
d. Total. number of copies distributed. . . . . . . . 2,000 1,550
I certify that the statements made by me above are correct.
PAUL S. PLUNKETT, Editor and PUblisher, The Octofoil.
November-December, 1963
' ......... __ ........._- ....._......-
Enclosed please find 1964 dues for:
NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIAnON
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Battery+ ; Company ; Regiment 9th Div.
Dan Quinn, National Secretary, 9th Infantry Division Assn.
412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, New Jersey
l
;t
Street Address ----------------------------------------------.-------------------------------. l





MICHIGAN CHAPTER Doc Walton's Squad
HELDPART'Y DEC. 14 >WiliMuster Around,.
·invitation~ were mailed out over Chattanooga, Tenn.
the Midwest inviting dhe and all to Written in North Georgia hill
attend the meeting of Michigan's 9th country dialect, Paul "Doc" Walton,
Division Chapter on Dec. 14th. The Rt. 7, Old Dalton Rd., Rome, Ga.,
meeting was held at Carson's Chop writes a few lines to The Octofoil,
House, 6001 Woodward, Detroit, from parts of which read as follows: .
9 P.M. until midnight. The snow was I have contacted John Lewis up at
falling heavy at the time the party Shelbyville, Tenn. We will make
was scheduled to start. The Octofoil connections at Chattanooga, heading
has been represented at some of for Philadelphia, hoping to, and ex-
these Carson Steak House meetings pecting pick up many more enroute.
and they are really enjoyable affairs. I shall get off a letter to Judge
Those Michigan members are adven- Ailor. I'm sure he can start some
turers and think nothing of battling kind of legal proceedings against Cap
those snowdrifts for 60 or 75 miles Wiley and Karl Bauman up in Knox-
to attend a Chapter meeting. At the ville, Tenn.
time of going to press a final report Doc read with interest about the
had not been received, but snow or dogs killing off some of Dick Pestel's
no snow, it's a good bet that the Dec. sheep. He claims they have some
14 shindig was a success. possums in those Kennesaw Moun-
Officers for the Michigan Chapter tain hills that are often mistaken for
are: dogs. He claims to have known a
President: Bill Phelps, SL 8-2053. fellow who caught a possum and it
First Vice President: James Daw- was too big to get in the sack he was
son, 273-5531. carrying so a halter was placed on
Second Vice - President: James the possum and it was led home like
Rushlow, AV 2-5380. a mule, then dressed in the hog
Vice - President: Bill Andrews, scalding barrel, when butchered they
Western Michigan, Grand Rapids got possum hams, shoulders and
area. middlings, quite a bit of sausage and
Treasurer: Joe Casey, TE 4-1851. several cans of lard.
Secretary: ROBERT RUMENAPP, Those corn squeezins are making
28017 Hughes, St. Clair Shores, Mich- Walton's imagination run wild.
igan, 776-0649. He closes the letter by advising
Sergeant at Arms: Lionel Harbord, that young David Walton, who was
LU 2-0704. awarded the scholarship lost his girl
Judge Advocate: John Korobko, friend-she ups and marries. Evi-
WE 5-0528. dently not in mood to stick around
Chaplain Pro Tem: John Bonkow- until Dave finished college-so now
ski, LA 7-2160. he's out shaking the bushes trying to
National Board of Governors find himself another "steady."
Leonard DeBell, SL 4-2149 -PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
John Bonkowski, LA 7-2160. JOE COPPOLINO MISSES
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI- NOT GETTING OCTOFOIL
"DAD" J. W. SMITH·· RIGHT Joseph Coppolino writes from 13
ON TIME AGAIN FOR 1964 Fountain Ave., Albany, N. Y. ~2203.
In a recent letter he writes: "I would
appreciate it very much if you could
send me the Octofoil for September-
October, 1963. Something happened
to mine enroute, I guess, because I
never received a copy. And I don't
to ever miss an issue of our paper."
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
MILITARY ADVICE
Officer to company of newly re-
cruited WACs:
"And remember, if you are ever
tempted to do anything that would
be a disgrace to your uniform, take
it off."
For many, many years each De-
cember the Secretary of the Associa-
tion gets a letter from Mr. J. W.
Smith, Rt. 1, Butler, Pa., with an en-
closure of $4 to pay Association dues
for his son, Wrignold J. Smith, who
is still in the service. He was with
the 84th F.A. In his most recent letter
with 1964 dues enclosure, Mr. Smith
writes: "When 1965 dues are pay-
able he will be out of the Army after
20 years, so it'll be up to him to pay
his own dues then.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
THE OCTOFOIL
President John Clouser, 200 N. Elm
St., Mt. Prospect, TIl., forwarded the
following very interesting notes to
The Octofoil for publication:
The TIlinois Chapter is bursting
with enthusiasm since the very suc-
cessful reunion in Springfield, TIl.
Changes have been made and new
activities have been put into opera- i Name ------ Seria1 No. _
tion. i·
The chapter has a new place and ~
time for meeting. Starting in Novem- i
ber the Chapter will meet on the l
third Friday of each month instead I i
of the second Friday. The time is the l
same, 8:30 P.M. The new place is the l I was a member of:
Moose lodge at 810 Des Plaines Ave.,
Forest Park. l
The meeting place is one block 11
south of Congress Expressway and. l
two blocks from the Des Plaines i
Avenue "L" station. There is plenty 11 I wish to sign up for the following:
~~v~re: c~~:~gfor~~e~h~~ra:~~ ·1~ Regular Member, per year $ 4.00 0 >
from the activities of the Moose. ~ Donation Memorial Scholarship Fund______________________ D ~
There will not be a meeting in De- >
cember, but the regular meetings THREE-YEAR MEMBER $11.00 0
will resume in January. Remember
January 17, 8:30 PM., Forest Park Life Membership -:- $50.00 0
Moose Lodge. 0 f'l A bi! L' D' $ 50 DSTEAK DINNER ~ cto 01 utomo e lcense 1SC ------------------------------ •
A downstate meeting was held in ~ D ls 25 . (5) fi f $ 1 00 D
Springfield on Nov. 16. A fine steak "i·cht'StarC, to vy~ or,, $ 2'00 0
dinner and evening of entertainment i 19 S IC ory· ----------------------------------- .
a;lld dancing was enjoyed by a ~ood (Pictorial History of 9th Division in action.)
SIzed group. They came from Sprmg- ~
field, Elkhart, Jacksonville, Cham- Ladies' Auxiliary Member $ 1.50 D
paign, and Chicago.
At this meeting the group decided Combat Route Map ---------------------------$ .50 0
to plan a family picnic on June 28, .
1964 in Champaign. Elbert Price of ;t 60th Infantry History ------------------------------------$ .50 0
Champaign, will serve as the chair- * * * i
man. EI is the winner of the golf Please credit the following chapter: i
tournament held at the 1963 reunion. ;t
More information will be pub- Philly-Delaware Valley '0 Greater New York D i
lished regarding the picnic just as .' . .
soon as the plans take more definite IllinOIS D Washington, D. C. 0
shape. New EnglandD Michigan D
GROUP FARES IN 1964 : ;t
The Chapter is investigatin the l Ohio D Fayetteville-Fort Bragg, N. C. 0 >
cost of group travel to the 1964 Re- >
union in Philadelphia. Chartered ~...'s;,D_.-CH...:H:I-tH:H:I-tH:H:I'-tH.... "':f~=:a.-tH_ ...)Qi:H)Q-I:H:f....a -I:H.......)Qi:H:H:lf-J)lCH:H)<CH:H)OI)(H)-I)(H)-I)(H)-I)(.e~
buses and group fares on the rail-
roads and airlines have been re-
quested. So far the Greyhound Bus
Company and~ Pennsylvania Rail-
road have replied to inquiries. When
information from other agencies is
received the data will be sent to the
Chapter members for discussion and
decision as to which mode of travel
would be most desirable..
Traveling in a group can mean a
saving of from 20t 0 25 percent on
fares.
SHORTIES-
Bob Winkelman and family just
moved into their new house . . .
Roger Elmer is remodeling his house
. . . Mrs. Ed Ern is recovering from
an operation ... Maurice Hardy has
all 650 acres plowed, an9, Frank
Ozart is collecting used bowling
alleys.






During the reception Governor
and Mrs. Kerner were giving former
9th men in the Governor's Mansion
during the 1963 Reunion a beautiful
basket of red roses were delivered
that brought much favorable com-
ment because of their beauty. There
was no identification card with the
flowers. Not until after the Reunion
was John Clouser, general reunion
chairman, able to learn who had sent
the Governor and Mrs. Kerner the
beautiful bouquet of roses. The send-
er was one of ~he mainsprings in the
Ohio Chapter~esse Davis, Box 84,
Hebron, Ohio. Jesse was much put
out because he and Mrs. Davis could
not make the trip to Springfield and
the beautiful bouquet was their in-
imitable way of showing their re-
grets for not being able to attend.
During the summer months Jesse
spent a few days in New England
and was disappointed that Father
Connors was not at home when they
stopped over in Worcester, Mass. for
a short visit.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
Capt. Scheffel Moves
Captain Charles Scheffel hereafter
will get his mail at Box 14608, Okla-
homa City, Okla. His former mailing
address was 8620 Glenwood Ave.,
Oklahoma City, Okla.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES HOWl-
The average husband is one· who
lays down the law to his wife and





Bill Phelps of the Michigan Chap-
ter, was wounded at the same time a
lad by the name of Brewster was hit.
They were with H Co., 60th. Phelps
hasn't seen or heard anything about
Brewster since they were wounded.
If there's any member of the Asso-
ciation who reads this and might
know where Brewster is located now,
they are asked to contact William
Phelps, 2229 Emmons, Warren, Mich.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOW!-
The trouble with opportunity is





Francis Maher, Worcester, Mass.
Alfons Cuprys, Mt. Emphram, N. J.
John Clouser, Mt. Prospect, Ill.
John Rizzo, Long Beach, L.I., N.Y.
1965 -
Frank Ozart, Chicago, Ill.
Richard Pestel, Grove City, Ohio Board Member Emeritus
Walter O'Keeffe, Ridgewood, Queens, Maj. Gen. Louis A. Craig (Retired)
New York Honorary Chaplain Emeritus
Herbert Clegg, Fayetteville, N. C. Father Edward Connors,
Leonard DeBell, Warren, Michigan Worcester. Massachusetts
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$4.00 per year, payable in advance. This $4 subscription price automatica.Hy entitles
any former Ninth Division man to one year's dues as a mem.ber of the Nmth Infa!!-
try Division Association. Members should notify the NatIonal Secretary, Damel
Quinn, 412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, N. J., 01 any change in address.
Published six times_ yearly, September-October, November-December, Janu!lry-
February, March-April, May-June, July-August, by and for the members of the Nmth
Infantry Division Association. News items, fearure stories, photographs and art ma-
terial from members will be appreciated. Every effort will be made to rerum photo-
graphs and art work in~ood condition. Please address all communications to Paul S.
Plunkett, Editor, The Octofoil, 286 Zimpfer St., Columbus, Ohio.
An extract from the certificate of incorporation of the Ninth Infantry Divi~ion
Association reads: "This Association is formed by the officers and men of the Nmth
Infantry Division in order to per~tuate the memory of our fallen comrades, to pre-
serve the esprit de corps of the dIvision, to assist in promoting an everlasting world
peace exclusively of means of educational activities and to serve as an information
bureau to members and former members of the Division,"
Copy must be received on or before the 5th of each month to guarantee publication
on the 15th. Photographs must be received on or before 1st day of publication month.
Entered as second class matter at the Columbus, Ohio, POSt Office. Authorized as
of October 29, 1958.
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Guerino Victor Succimarri is still Morris J. Sober, 3610 W. Garrison
a patient in the VA Hospital, Mont- Ave., Baltimore 15, Md., is another
rose, N. Y., Bldg. 10, Ward 1. He is of those Co. B, 15th Engr. men who
most appreciative for the visits he have reapplied for membership in
has received from Adolph Wadal- the Association after being out of
age and Arthur Schmidt of the New the fold for a few years. The follow-
York Chapter. The lad writes Sec- ing is a portion of a letter Secretary
retary Quinn and tells him what fine Quinn received from Sober under the
Comrades he thinks they are and date of October 14, 1963:
how proud he is to have been asso- Dear Mr. Quinn: I am writing in
ciated with the Ninth Division from regards to a renewal of membership,
January 14, 1941 until June 28, 1945. which I held during the late '40s in
Scuccimarri loaned his copy of "8 the Ninth Infantry Division Associa-
Stars to Victory" to various patients. tion. I also want to become a sub-
They were all good about returning .scriber for The Octofoil. I served
the book until at last he would have with B Co., 15th Engrs., and the 9th
to loan it out one time too many and Division M.P.s.
it has never been returned. Secretary Secretary Quinn forward the re-
Dan Quinn took care of that situa- quested data and in nothing flat the
tion and sent him another copy. A application was properly made out
card addressed to Scuccimarri at the and Morris again became an affiliate
address given above will be greatly of the greatest Division Association
appreciated and do the lad a world this country has ever known.
of good. -PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOW!-
Taxi Lads Help Cops
Out In New York City
The Octofoil's New York City
taxi-cab driver pen pal has sent in
an awful lot of clippings from the
New York City newspapers which
were mostly stories of how helpful
Gotham's taxi men had been to the
New York City police many times in
the past few weeks. The latest taxi
hero played up by the New York
Journal-American is Antonio Rivera.
Tony is one of 73 cabdrivers who
have been commended by the Police
Department in recent weeks.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
(Act of October 23, 1962: Section 4369, Title 39, United States Code)
1. Date filed: 10-10-63. 2. Title of Publication: THE OCTOFOIL. 3. Frequency of issue:
Bi-monthly. 4. Location of known office of publication: 286 Zjmpfer S~., Columbus, 0.,
Franklin County. 5. Location of hadquarters or General BUSiness Offices of the Pub-
lisher 412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, N. J. 6. Name and address of the Publisher and
Edito~: Paul S. Plunkett, 286 Zimpfer St.. Columbus, Ohio 43206.
7. Owner (if owned by a corporation, it's name and address must be .stated and. also
immediately thereunder the names and addresses of stockholders owning or holding 1
percent or more of total !3,!,ount of stock. If not o)Nned by a corporation, the n~mes
and addresses of the indIVidual owners must be given. If owned by a partnership or
other unincorporated firm, its name and address, as well as that of each individual
must be given.)
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8. Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or holding 1
per cent or more of total amount of Bonds, Mortgages or other securities (if there are
none, so state):
Name and address: None.
9. Paragraphs 7 and 8 include, in cases where the stockholders or security holder ap-
pears upon the books of the company as trustee or in any other fiduciary relations, the
name of the person or corporation for whom such trustee is acting. also the statements
in the two paragraphs show the affiant's full knowledge and belief as to the circum-
stances and conditions under which stockholders and security holders who do not
"lli)pear l,J.pon the books of the cClmpanyas trustees, hold stock and securities in a
>"ctipacltY",bther than that of a bonafide owner. Names and addresses of individuals who
are stockholders of a corporation which itself is a stockholder or holder of bonds,
mortgages or other securities of the publishing corporation have been included in par-
agraphs 7 anC4 8 when the interests of such individuals are equivalent to 1 percent or
more of the total· amount of the stock or securities of the publishing corporation.
10. This item must be completed for all pUblications except those which do not carry
advertising other than the publisher's own and which are named in Sections 132.231,
132.232, and 132.233, Postal Manual (Sections 4355a, 4355b, and 4356 of Title 39,
United States Code):
November-December, 1963 THE OCTOFOIL 3
19TH ANNUAL MEMORIAL MASS HELD IN WORCESTER,
ATTRACTED MORE 'MEMBERS THAN EVER THERE BEFORE
Mrs. Sari G. Keyser, 5 S. Perry
St., Apt. 31, Dayton, 0., is the Gold
Star Mother of Lt. John Groves Key-
ser, Co. I, 60th, who was killed in
action in St. Katharnen. Mrs. Key-
ser noted an item in the last issue of
The Octofoil concerning the maga-
zine article entitled "The Green Hell
of the Huertgen Forest." Mrs. Key-
ser wrote Arthur Schmidt asking
that he try and locate a copy of the
magazine for her. This has led to
quite a bit of correspondence be-
tween the two.
MEDICAL SECRETARY
Mrs. Keyser has been with the 400
bed Air Force Hospital near Dayton
for 21 years and is now medical sec-
retary for the facility. She is an avid
reader of anything pertaining to the
escapades of the Ninth Division-
but she has never been able to get
away from work long enough to at-
tend a Reunion or to go to one of
Father Connors' Memorial Services.
However she hopes to be able to do
both these things one of these days.
Lt, John Keyser enlisted for infan-
try duty while still attending Ohio
State University. Another son, Bud,
joined the Marines and saw action in
the Pacific Theater.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
There are three kinds of people:
those that are immovable; those that
are moveable; and those that move.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
New England Chapter
Elects '63·'64 Officers
Past National President Francis
Maher shot a quickie letter through
to Associate Editor Dick Pestel ask-
ing that the following names be
added to the list of recently newly-
elected New England Chapter offi-
cers: Ziggy Barzewski, 11 Princeton
Ave., E., Hampton, Mass., Board of
Governors, and Father Ed Connors,
Chaplain. Then it was discovered
the original master list of names had
not been received by The Octofoil-
hence printing the full list of newly-
elected New England Chapter offi-
cers will have to wait until the next
issue and it can be learned what
Uncle Sam's postal boys did with
that letter.
The Association has some top-
notch members who have played a
big part in helping their Uncle han-
dle the mail. As a matter of fact,
Franny Maher himself, happens to
be one of those fellows connected
with the postal service-and it is a
pretty good bet that list will be
forthcoming soon and will be used
in the next issue.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
The grass in the next yard is
greener because they have no chil-
dren.
200 N. Elm St., Mt. Prospect, lil.
MRS. SARI G. KEYSER AND ART SCHMIDT
EXCHANGE INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE
PRESIDE,NT CLOUSER WRITES TO THE "GIRLS"
TO THE WIVES, MOTHERS, DAUGHTERS AND SWEETHEARTS OF
FORMER NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION MEN:-
Throughout the past years discussions have been held concerning the
formation of a ladies' auxiliary to the association. A provision ,was made
for auxiliary membership, but an organization was never. formed ontbe
national level. This matter Was discussed at our last Board of Governors'
meeting in Worcester. . .•~
The Board decided that a committee should be formed to meet with the
women at our next reunion in Philadelphia and if there was sufficient in-
terest steps will be taken to organize an auxiliary. The committee consists
of Frank Wade, chairman; Walter O'Keeffee and Richard Pestel. These men
will meet with the women during our reunion in 1964.
At the last Reunion different women expressed to me the opinion that
they would like to take a more formalized part in the reunions by having
an auxiliary. The auxiliary can playa very helpful role to the association
by helping on such projects as raising money for the scholarship fund and
planning reunion activities for the women.
It will be up to the wives to make the decision on the auxiliary in July,
However, gather your thoughts and ideas between now and then,
Sincerely yours,
JOHN CLOUSER, President,
Ninth Infantry Division Association',
THE MEMORIAL FU,ND OF
THE 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
Scholarship Information
The Memorial Fund of the Ninth Infantry Division Association was
established by the members of the association to commemorate the memory
of their comrades who paid the supreme sacrifie in battle. As a part of this
fund the association established a scholarship program. Scholarships are
awarded each year to relatives of men who served in The Ninth Infantry
Division.
ELIGIBILITY FOR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
A person who wishes to apply for a scholarship must be related to a
man who has served with The Ninth Infantry Division. Children of former
members of the division will be given first consideration, but children of
men killed in combat given first preference. Applicants who are not children
of former members of the division will not be considered unless no child
of a former member qualifies.
APPLICATION PROCEDURE
The following procedures must be followed by those wishing to apply
for the scholarships:
1. Send a letter of application to the chairman of the scholarship
committee stating the following: name, address, age, and sex of
the applicant; name, address, and occupation of the applicant's
parents or guardians; the name and address of the secondary
school the applicant is attending or has attended and gradu- .
ated; the name and address of the college the applicant ex-
pects to attend; the vocational goal of the applicant; and the
name of and degree of relationship to a former member of the
division. The unit and dates of service in the division of the
former member must be included.
2. A transcript of the applicant's high school record must be in-
cluded with the letter of application. The transcript must in-
clude at least the first seven semesters of the applicant's record.
3. The applicant must have a counselor or principal of the high
school he or she is attending write a letter of recommendation
to the chairman of the scholarship committee.
4. Effective with the 1965 scholarship award, the applicant must
take the PSAT given every October. The applicant must list the
name and address of the chairman of the scholarship committee
in the space on the application for thePSAT requiring three
names of institutions or individuals to be sent the results of
the test.
5. THE APPLICATION MUST BE SENT TO THE CHAffiMAN
OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE BY MARCH 15. Appli-
cations received after March 15 will not be considered.
6. All applicants must accept the decision of the Scholarship Com-
mittee as final.
7. Information to determine financial need will be requested by
the Scholarship Committee after the applications have been con-
sidered. Only the top ten contenders will be asked to submit
information on financial need.
8. All applications must be sent to: John J. Clouser, Scholarship
Chairman, Ninth Infantry Division Association, 200 North Elm
Street, Mount Porspect, TIlinois.
Leonard Kupkowski and Marilyn
write from 27 N. Gazelle St., Dun-
kirk, N. Y. Lenny is a former 47th
man. In his newsy letter he advises
that he and Marilyn had adopted a
fine 6-month-old boy, naming him
of course, Leonard Fredric. They
hope to add a little sister in the near
future for Lenny.
In the meantime they've already
started to making plans for a trip to
Philadelphia during the 1964 Re-
union.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
As the Indian said, everyone is
smoking the pipe of peace but one
is inhaling.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
Dick Macomber, former GOth man,
has been one of the spark plugs in
the Ohio Chapter ever since 'way
back in 1947 when the second annual
Reunion was held in Columbus. But
Dick has been in "ill health for the
past few years. Having been advised
that the Arizona climate would ben-
efit his physical well being, Dick has
moved to Phoenix, Ariz. The Ohio
gang all miss him and Dick admits,
although feeling much better, he too,
misses his old 9th Buddies in and
around Columbus. Mac's present ad-
dress is Richard (Dick) Macomber,
722 East Turney Ave., Apt. 8, Phoe-
nix, Arizona 85014. Parts of a letter
Dick Pestel recently received from
Macomber reads as follows:
Hi Dick, Paul and all the rest: Sure
glad to hear from you as I get kinda
lonesome for the old gang.... I have
a nice one-bedroom apartment which
I rent for $80 a month, everything
furnished but blondes and redheads.
I hope any and all former Ninth men
passing through Phoenix will get in
touch with me. I am feeling much
better since I come out here and if
it wasn't for getting blue wanting to
see some of the old Columbus gang,
I'm doing just fine. . . . Stopped in
the "Pink Pony" for a beer today.
That's the tavern Dizzy Dean hangs
out in when he's in Phoenix.... Give
my regards to all of the gang....
I'm sorry I can't attend any more
Ohio Chapter meetings but tell them
I'm with them in spirit... Now don't
forget if any of you "cats" or any
"kittens" for that matter visit out
here in the Valley of the Sun, they
must get in' touch with me.-Dick
Macomber, 722 E. Turney Ave., Apt.
8, Phoenix, Arizona 85014.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
might bring about disarmement or
arms control."
Harry P. Storke, president of the
Worcester Polytechnic Institute and
a peacetime commander of the now
deactivated Ninth Infantry, also
spoke. He said the "Old Reliable
Ninth . . . will never die as long as
it has a veterans association such
as this."
City Manager McGrath said what
makes the Ninth's memorial reunion
live is that the veterans come vol-
untarily from across the nation to
pray for the war died. He urged the
veterans to keep the pilgrimage
alive for their children to look up
to in this cynical age.
Mayor Mullaney tried to show
what this reunion must mean to the
Ninth. He pointed out that 600 mem-
bers of the association had come
from everywhere and 400 to the
banquet, in a hall that could lure
only 175 or 200 on two recent occa-
sions to hear U. S. Senators Salton-
stall qnd Kennedy.
SURPRISE
In a surprise ceremony, the 9th
Infantry Association presented a
framed resolution saluting the pa-
rishioners of Immaculate Conception
"for helping to keep alive the real
meaning of the association, and for
their hospitality to us the living,
and your devotion to our honorable
dead." The resolution was passed
last summer at the national conven-
tion in Springfield, TIl.
Paul F. McGrath, president of the
Holy Name Society, and Mrs. Rus-
sell J. Foran, vice president of the
Women's Guild at Immaculate Con-
ception, accepted the gift on behalf
of the parish.
A special salute also went to Sis-
ter Mary Frances of St. Bernard's
High School in Fitchburg for mak-
ing the annual programs and main-
taining the mailing lists for the an-
nual Reunion.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
"Strange," he sighed, "that
death should keep this thing
going ..."
A color guard from the Worcester
Police Department participated in
the service. A father-and-son team
of trumpeters, Michael T. E'Errico
of the VFW Band, and his son,
Thomas M. D'Errico, North High ARIZONA SUN HAS MADE A
School senior, played Taps at the
end of Mass. BOOSTER OUT OF MACOMBER
Following the service, a brief
ceremony was held at the Ninth Di-
vision's memorial on the bank out-
side the church, overlooking Gold
Star Boulevard. The memorial was
dedicated last year.
City Manager McGrath, Mayor
Mullaney 8J}d John Clouser of Chi-
'cago, natiodhl president of the Ninth
Infantry Association, also spoke.
TAPS ECHOES
Again, the sound of taps echoed
across the fields, blowing away the
cold wind of loneliness that must
chill the Gold Star people at this
time of the year.
Miss Mary E. Thompson, Fairlawn
Hospital nurse, was among them.
Her brother, Staff Sgt. Edward J.
Thompson, . was killed in France
while serving alongside Father
Connors.
Francis and Thomas C. Sweeney
and their sisters, Mrs. George Con-
way, Mrs. John Foley and Miss Ann
Sweeney were nearby. Their broth-
er, Myles (Chipper) Sweeney, one
of the city's noted prewar athletes,
was killed during the 9th's break-
through into Germany in the final
weeks of the war.
RAISE FLAG
George Apar, of New York City,
a member of the 47th Regt., and
Manny Effrim, of Atlantic City, a
member of Division Artillery, stood
with heads bowed as Patrolman
Roger Demers raised the flag from
half staff. The two ex-GJ.s are Jews.
Protestants Dick Pestel of Colum-
bus, Ohio, and Herb Clegg of Fay-
etteville, N. C., and Francis Maher,
an Irishman lucky enough to have
served as president of the national
association last year, stood next to
Rev. Gerald F. Rowan. former M.P.
Father Rowan entered the priest-
hood after serving as Father Con-
nors' altar boy in the days when
an Army jeep hood held the chalice.
He came from Kansas, three miles
from the Oklahoma border, to pray
at yesterday's Mass. LEONARD KUPOWSKI
Master Sgt. Balich of the Ninth's PLANNING FOR 1964
Headquarters Artillery came down
from North Reading with his son.
The boy is named Edward Connors
BaUch.
2-DAY REUNION
The two-day reunion, which open-
ed Saturday night with a social in
the church hall - affectionately
known as Connors' Coffee Shop-
ended yesterday with a banquet at
Hotel Sheraton-Worcester.
400 GUESTS
Speakers included U. S. Repre-
sentative Harold D. Donahue, who
told the 400 guests that America
needs the veterans as much today
as during World War II. He sa,id de-
spite our having to spend $50 bil-
lion a year to preserve peace, there
are indications "among nations that
you did in the war, as the war dead
ever will do."
Father Connors said he consid-
ered the annual pilgrimage "a high-
light of my life. It is not a worldly
thing; it is a very holy thing." He
then talked about the change of the
name of today's holiday-from Arm-
istice Day to Veterans' Day.
"Armistice has a ring of living in
the past," said Father Connors,
"while the idea of Veterans suggest
a persistent challenge, a living to do
something about preserving our her-
itage of freedom."
PILGRIMAGE
He said the annual visits to his
parish meant much to his parish-
ioners, his city and to him. But, he
said, this spiritual pilgrimage meant
most to the Gold Star people, those
who had sons, husbands or brothers
killed defending freedom.
In closing, Father Connors said, "I
want to thank God and thank you
men for the privilege of serving
with you for three years, the most
consoling years of my life."
Looking across the sea of faces-
Protestant, Jew and Catholic - he
mentioned the current Ecumenical
Council in Rome.
He said "this is not a commercial
for the Roman Catholic faith, but I
think we in the Ninth have been
working on this for years-praying
together and working together.
"Men of all faiths, from all parts
of the country, coming for a spirit-
ual purpose to pray for your dead.
This is a spiritual pilgrimage. No
wonder it kee~s growing.
DEAm
The 1963 Memorial Services con-
ducted by Father Ed Connors is his-
tory now-and what a beautiful
chapter in the Association's history
it turned out to be. This is being
written five weeks after the services
and tears still' come to one's eyes
when the beauty and the sanctity of
it all is brought back to mind. Mere
words hepelessly flounder around
when efforts are made to describe
these 'services by word of mouth or
by pen. It's a story that never gets
old. Each year those who have never
missed one of these services are just
as inspired after each one as they
were when attending the first one.
It is unfair to try and pick out
names of those from all parts of the
country who were in attendance-
headed by President John Clouser of
TIlinois and Past President Frank
Ozart, ~lso a past national president.
Frank Wade, back on the Board of
Governors, after a little rest, was
there with one of his pretty daugh-
ters-who put on a substitute to act
in her place as cheerleader at the
high school football game that week
end back in Maryland.
ARKANSAS TRAVELER
Father Jerry Rowan, who has be-
come an institution at the Services
and Reunions was there froIn 'way
out in Kansas. He explained that in
one end of the community he was in
you referred to Arkansas as Arkan-
saw, but in the other end they stuck
to Arkansas-but woe be the man
who forget to call the great state
Arkan-saw when he was in that
certain section.
GEN. STORK
Gen. Harry Stork is living in Wor-
cester, and is president of Worcester
Polytechnic Institute. Gen. Stork
was commander of the Division at
Fort Carson, Colorado, when the
Chapter was organized out there.
Reading over the invitations Fa-
ther Connors mailed out, one para-
graph read: "Come yourself, get t~e
word to others-infantrymen. artIl-
lerymen engineers, medics, special
troops 'Protestant, Catholic, Jew,
Orthodox "Communists"-we h~ve
the true 'ecumenical spirit. And do
bring along the family.
Wandering around through Con-
nors' Coffee Shop on Saturday nig1J.t
one observed- justsuch-acr~s-sec­
tion of· humanity-all dtawn by the
magnetic Father Connors-respect-
ed by all faiths for the good he has
done and is doing for mankind irre-
spective of color or creed.
COLOR GUARD
And the color guard from W orces-
ter's Finest-a detail from the Wor-
cester Police Department that any
"spit and polish" general would be
proud to call his own.
PROGRAM-MENU
Scattered through that little bro-
chure are some literary gems. The
Octofoil is preserving a copy and if
space limitations allow at any time
within the next few months excerpts
will be printed verbatim as theyap-
pear on those pages. The origin a~d
history of Connors Coffee Shop In
England where officers and enlisted
men met and enjoyed the warmth of
true friendship that prevailed-the
story of many who have gone out
into the world to become VIPs, but
who have never forgotten Connors'
Coffee Shop.
In its 4-column story on Monday,
Nov. 11, 1963, The Worcester Tele-
,g-ram did a fine job of reporting on
the Services and the dinner that fol-
lowed. Parts of The Telegrron story
reads as follows:
1,000 Crowd Church
19m ANNUAL MEMORIAL MASS




The 4,581 white crosses - from
Africa to Germany-that mark the
graves of American soldiers who
died serVing with the 9th Infantry
Division in World War II were sa-
luted anew yesterday, Veterans
Sunday, at Immaculate Conception
Church.
A crowd of 1,000, including for-
mer GIs of all faiths and from all
sections of America, filled the 750-
seat house of worship to overflow-
ing for the 19th annual Memorial
Mass for deceased members of the
Ninth.
Rev. Edward T. Connors, pastor
of the church, and wartime chap-
lain with the Ninth, called this most
touching of memorial services "a
spiritual pilgrimage."
PRIVILEGED TO SERVE
The veterans, as such, are not a
privileged class, Father Connors re-
minded his congregation in his ser-
mon, "but as veterans you are priv-
ileged to keep serving; serving God,
serving your family and country as
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PETE D'ALESSANDRO STOPPED 'EM COLD
"HE MADE IDIOTS OF US," THE SS CAPTAIN
SCREAMED WHEN HE LEARNED IT WAS
ONE MAN WHO DID THE DAMAGE
The September issue of "CLIMAX," a men's magazine, gives
a big play to the part a former Ninth man played in making
World War II history. The story was written by Lawrence
Cortesi and is titled, "He Made Idiots of Us." The all-absorbing
story as written by Cortesi reads as follows:
(rhe Octofoil owes a debt of grati- ---------------
tude for sending the article in to a bourg, and Belgium. The 39th found
former 9th Signal Co. man, Kendall itself in the middle of the famous
GUiiford,23 Omar Terrace, Newton- Battle of the Bulge.
ville, Mass.) Allied bombers and the futile ef-
The oak-paneled office of New fort to hold western Europe had ex-
York State Senate Majority Leader hausted both the supplies and mo-
Joseph Zaretski may infect the vis- rale of the Third Reich. Only the
itor with a sense of reverence and bitter winter had slowed the ad-
awe. But when the Senator's 42- vancing Allied armies. The Germans
year-old secretary greets you with were desperate for gasoline, ammu-
a friendly smile and warm voice, nition and arms; their troops were
apprehensions melt away. Despite discouraged.
his tall, ruggedly built frame, there The Allies had left a thin line of
is nothing in Pete D'Alessandro's lightly armed, inexperienced troops
quiet tnanner to indicate he once to guard the perimeters west of St.
saved a company of American infan- Vith and Bastogne while the bulk of
try-singlehandedly-by holding off Allied forces were far to the south,
600 armored Germans during the stalled at the Siegfried Line in their
famed Battle of the Bulge. drive toward the Rhine. These con-
ditions offered a unique opportunity
Pete D'Alessandro must be prod- to the German high command to
ded to talk about World War II and smash through the Ardennes and
that cold afternoon in Germany across the Meuse Valley to recapture
when he earned the nation's highest Brussels and Antwerp. If they could
award-the Congressional Medal of recoup Belgium and reach the North
Honor. He keeps no gimmicks, me- Sea it would not only raise morale
mentos or other reminders, and he but prove that Germany was still a
never boasts about it. The healed formidable foe. Perhaps she could
scarS from four battle wounds are then sue for a favorable peace. And
the only evidences of his three years there was a less dramatic but more
of combat through North Africa, practical prize-the huge American
Sicily and Western Europe with the First Army supply depot at St. Vith.
famous 9th Infantry Division. A DARING BID
SAYS HE WAS LUCKY
At most, Pete says he was lucky Under the direction of the cagey
to have been awarded this highest German strategist General von Run-
honor. Perhaps luck did playa hand stedt, whatever men, tanks and ar-
-for it was the toss of a coin on a tillery that could be mustered were
raw December .day on the Aachen poured into the daring bid.
battle front that eventually placed Already St. Vith had fallen (al-
hiJn in a position to earn that honor. though retreating American forces
D'Alessandro had served with had destroyed most of the booty),
Company E, 2nd Battalion, 39th Reg- Bastogne had been encircled, and
iment. By late 1944, the 9th Division the Germans were spreading thru
had completed its drive through Belgium, north and south, from the
northern France, Liege, Vivier, the Bulge. The Allies corraled any stray
Ardennes Forest, and finally into units they could find to plug the
Germany-earning fame and grati- gaps.
tude along the way. Pete had ,he- To the north, the German Sixth
come the NCO of his company's 1st Army was poised in that part of the
Platoon and already had earned sev- Ardennes known as "Hurricane For-
eral citations. But the tired GIs est" because of the deadly German
found themselves in a stalemate at 88 artillery coming out of there. The
Aachen. Action was reduced to rou- German Sixth's strategy was to soft-
tine patrol duty during that bitter en and overrun the Meuse Valley,
winter in northwest Europe. cross the Meuse River, capture
Liege and roll into Brussels.
TIED WITH POINTS In the raw cold and deep snow, the
Then, in December, 1944, came the
solacing word that some men would 39th's 2nd Battalion was placed at
be returned to the States. One man the east flank of the forest just in-
side the German frontier. Its mis-from each company, the soldier with sion was to stop the German drivethe most points, would be relieved
to the Liege highway.of overseas duty. (Points were ac-
cumulated by tabulating length of Pete's E Company was sent to the
service, overseas time, number of vanguard on a horseshoe patch of
ribbons and battle stars.) high ground beyond the road. The
Technical Sergeant Pete D'Ales- area, dotted with small pines, was
sandro and his first sergeant, Larry about 200 yards wide and 200 yards
pany E's commander, Captain John in depth. The slopes of the semi-
circular terrain ran into the densepany E'ss commander, Captain John
Hurricane Forest where GermansHill, valued both men too highly to
disappoint either himself. He told were grouping. Thus far only the en-
the two men to decide between them emy's artillery was evident - 88
who would eat Christmas dinner at shells screamed incessantly out of
home. Pete and Larry Faulkner the sea of trees to pound the 2nd
Battalion.flipped a coin. Faulkner went home;
D'Alessandro stayed. Under heavy fire, E Company took
Two weeks later, on the night of up positions around the ridge of the
December 20, the 9th Division's 39th knoll, using the small trees for cover.
Regiment including D'Alesandro's Pete's 1st Platoon was stationed in
"Easy" Company was ordered out of the center of a V-shaped defense
the quiet Aachen front and loaded perimeter with the company's 2nd
onto trucks. A fresh infantry unit and 3rd Platoons placed on the right
had come to replace them. The com- and left flanks respectively. The
bat weary 39th was elated. It was motor platoon stayed to the rear to
moving south, finally going to Paris give support when necessary.
for a well-earned rest - or so the TAKE POUNDING
conjectures went as the convoy roll- The entire company had taken an
ed through Vivier and onto the unmerciful pounding from German
Liege-Bastogne road to the French artillery as it dug into the frozen
capital. earth. The 1st Platoon lieutenant
But at the rim of the Ardennes had been wounded and now D'Ales-
Forest the 39th, along with an as- sandro was in command. Only 16
sortment of other units, was dis- men were still able when the ser-
embarked and ordered to take up geant set up his foxhole defenses
positions in the cold, bleak country- with eight two-man teams.
side. The regiment quickly learned At the point of the knoll, near the
it had been pulled south to help stem bottom of the slope, and perhaps
the drive of three crack divisions of across 100 yards of clearing, Pete
the German 7th Army, including two set up an observation post in an old
Panzer divisions, which had made a bunker some 15 feet wide and four
SO-mile breakthrough into Luxem- feet deep. The bunker, at the edge
of the tall trees, commanded an ex-
cellent view of three firebreaks going
deep into the woods-one running
straight ahead the others running
diagonally left and right. If the Ger-
mans attempted to come out of the
woods, they would be seen long be-
fore they could reach the stretch of
clearing between the trees and knoll.
From the same important point,
Pete strung a field telephone to the
rear. By 9 A.M. the defenses were
complete and the platoon waited.
MAKE STABBING ATTACK
Within an hour, after a short mor-
tar barrage, German infantry made
a stabbing attack on the position.
But the platoon was not fooled. This
was nothing but a probe to test the
perimeter. A German soldier cap-
tured in the short engagement con-
firmed this. Smugly he told Captain
Hill the major attack would come
later; a pulverizing attack with
tank support. They would bury this
meager company in the frozen holes
in which they shivered. Pete decided
to arm the two young soldiers at the
observation post with a box of gren-
ades and a light machine gun.
By late morning, German artillery
again pummeled the Comany E po-
sitions, continuing without letup for
two hours. Pete tried to temper the
bitterness of his tired men, shuttling
among them, sympathizing with
their miserable .vigil in the cold
earth.
SOUND OF TANKS
Soon, the barrage dwindled to oc-
casional blasts and the GIs could
hear a faint rumble deep in the
trees-the sound of tanks.
One of the men at the observation
point suddenly yelled over the field
telephone: "Here they come!"
l'hen beleagured Company E
heard the howling German troops
coming down the firebreaks-hordes
of them. German motor replaced the
near-silent artillery. Seven exhaust-
ed men, with the dubious help of two
equally fatigued platoons, prepared
to hold off a battalion of armored
Germans.
PROVE THEIR WORTH
Company E proved once more the
worth of the American dogface sol-
dier. The "fat, lazy civilian," who
Hitler claimed would run at the
sight of a German uniform, fought
furiously and held his ground.
Through the splashing mortar and
small-arms fire Pete continued to
shuttle among his men, trying to
comfort and encourage them in the
face of destruction.
"Goddamn it, Pete," one of his
men said fearfully. "Those poor guys
at the bunker-if they go--"
"Yeah," Pete agreed. He was con-
cerned. The two young men holding
there were green. If they bolted, they
might bring disaster on the company.
He had to do something.
He was hurrying down the slope
toward the bunker when off to the
right he saw a medic helping two
wounded GIs from 2nd Platoon. Just
inside the tall trees, four Germans
were about to gun them down.
D'Alessandro stopped, raised his
B-A-R and trigged a barrage into
the foursome. The Germans wilted
like wheat before a scythe. D'Ales-
sandro resumed his journey over
the exposed terrain to the observa-
tion bunker.
When he tumbled into the gun
emplacement he found the two men
had been hit. One was dead - his
stomach shot away. The other was
badly wounded in the left hip and
bleeding profusely. He ordered the
injured soldier to the rear. The man,
though hesitant, obeyed.
GERMANS FOOLED
German infantry, thinking the vi-
tal machine gun had been silenced,
came swarming down the center fire-
break, hoping to trample through the
middle of Pete's platoon.
Pete was enraged. For three years
he had known nothing but misery
and death. He swung the machine
gun around and opened up, firing so
furiously his body vibrated in tem-
po with the gun. Shocked Germans
fell to the ground or scurried into
the cover of the trees.
From his vantage point Pete be-
gan to hurl grenades into the pock-
ets of Germans, maiming a lot of
men as they retreated deep into the
woods. Only a thread of sanity pre-
vented D'Alessandro from jumping
out of the bunker and chasing reck-
lessly after them. Instead he shouted
commands over the field telephone to
rear mortar units, pinpointing Ger-
man positions.
All afternoon the one-man terror
pinned dO'NJl and frustrated the Ger-
mans with accurate directions to rear
motor units and his own deadly
grenade and machine-gun fire. When
the Germans tried to cross the open
firebreaks to encircle the company's
horseshoe position, Pete cut them
down with machine gun fire. When
they tried to move close enough to
hurl grenades into the bunker, Pete
was alwayss a second ahead of them,
splattering them with his grenades.
Miraculously the dozens of mortar
shells being lobbed at him by the
desperate Germans never hit the
bunker.
But time was running out. The
Germans were determined; they had
to reach the highway. They could
not tolerate this obstacle.
CALLS CAPT. HILL
Pete first heard and then saw the
ominous outlines of tanks far up the
firebreaks, and as they grew more
distinct, shells from their turret
guns began to scream into E Com-
pany positions and to bite out chunks
of earth around his isolated bunker.
Annihilation might be a matter of
minutes. As soon as one of the shells
found the bunker, the enemy would
quickly wipe out undermanned Easy
Company, roll over the debris to the
highway beyond and race on to
Liege. The 150 men behind him
would become mere fatality statistics.
D'Alessandro picked up the phone
and called Captain Hill. "We can't
hold them, Captain. They're swarm-
ing down like bees and their tanks
are right behind them. Get the guys
out!"
"You're kiddin', Pete. What about
you?"
"Never mind me."
"We'll send up a platoon to help,"
Hill resisted.
"For what? To get run over by
Panzers?"
"Can the mortars help?"
"Nothing'll do any good, Captain.
They're too strong, too close - too
many of 'em."
"I can check, with Battalion-may-
be the artillery-"
"Jesus Christ, Captain," Pete bark-
ed angraily, "how long do you think
I can hold them? You got not time
to talk. Pull back!"
"We can't just leave you there,"
Captain Hill continued.
"Captain, I can already see the gun
muzzles on those tanks," D'Alessan-
dro said grimly. "GO! ... and plant
that artillery right on my position.
In a couple of minutes that's where
those Krauts'll be."
"Will you try to get out?"
"Yeah, yeah, III get out."
"You sure, Pete? You sure?"
"I'll get out, don't worry."
Hill choked painfully.
"Pete, 1-1-1 don't ... I can't ..."
"Dont argue, Captain, there's a
hundred and fifty guys. Get 'em the
hell out of there! ... and lot'sa luck,"
Sergeant D'Alessandro finished.
That ended the conversation. Easy
Company's CO reluctantly ordered
his tired and battered company to
pull back.
Pete looked once to see his platoon
and the rest of his company scurry-
ing out of their foxholes and zig-
zagging to safety. Then he turned
back to await the onslaught pouring
down the firebreak.
He took a deep, nervous breath-
perhaps his last. He felt lonely when
he thought of the impending evacu-
ation behind him and the dead sol-
dier next to him. He almost laughed
at the irony of it all. He had been a
man with an aversion to danger, a
distaste for war and the military, a
dislike for responsibility. He won-
dered what alien instinct had driven
him up there and now held him to
sit and wait for the end.
The company would need a couple
of minutes, 120 fleeting seconds, to
get out. Long hard months of com-
bat experience had taught him it
took about two minutes to abandon
an untenable position in relative
safety. God grant he could give them
those two minutes!
RELOADS MACHINE GUN
But he had wasted enough sec-
onds on meditations-all· he could
afford. He reloaded the machine gun
and resumed the deadly clatter down
the firebreak. Again he slowed the
persistent Germans. But they did not
scurry into trees this time; they crept
doggedly on, encouraged by the
menacing tanks behind them. Shells
and mortar were now so thick thev
blackened the daylight around Pete's
lonely bunker.
Soon D'Alessandro's hot machine
gun was empty, the box of grenades
and those of his dead comrade were
gone. Finally, he had used the last
cartridge in his carbine. But he
thanked God-behind him the knoll
was completely deserted.
He left his gun position in an at-
tempt to escape to the rear, but got
no more than ten feet before a burst
from a burp gun ripped· into his left
leg, a limb that had been shattered
twice before in combat. He fell.
A floodtide of Germans came
bursting out of the trees, tanks right
behind them. When Pete looked up
two German soldiers were loomin~
over him with leveled rifles. He fig-
ured "this was it."
"ACHTUNG!"
The two German soldiers stopped
as a slick spit-and-polishSS officer
came up to the wounded GI. He
gripped Pete's collar and yanked the
injured man to his feet. In perfect
English, he demnaded, "Where is
your company?"
"I don't know," Pete said meekly.
"Swine!" the officer backhanded
D'Alessandro across the face. "An
entire company was holding this po-
sition. Where are they?"
OFFICER VEXED
"I'm the only one here."
"What kind of idiots do you think
we are, Americain pig? You expect
me to tell my superior that you, only
you-'" Then the captain gawked.
He suddenly realized there really
were no other American troops
around. This wounded man had been
holding off an entire armored bat-
talion to allow his company to
escape! It made the SS officer so fu-
rious he kicked the empty, burned-
out machine gun off its tripod.
"You will tell me where your artil-
lery psitions are located or die here!"
he said angrily.
"Honest, sir, I don't know any-
thing," Pete said humbly, "I just
got here. They put me on that ma-
chine gun and told me to shoot.
That's all I know."
The harmless look on D'Alessan-
dro's innocent face tempered the offi-
cer's vexation. Pete looked just green
enough to be telling the truth, naive
enough to lack the good sense to re-
treat with the others.
Suddenly the artillery barrage
Pete had been waiting for all day be-
gan lobbing destruction on the for-
mer Company E positions-exactly
where Pete had ordered it. The bom-
bardment scattered the Germans like
startled crows. Some bounded into
the abandoned foxholes; others,
along with the exposed Panzer tanks,
bolted back to the relative shelter of
Hurricane Forest.
PETE SAVED THE COMPANY
Pete was elated. The all-day de-
fense by Easy Company had given
the First Army time to get up artil-
lery defenses against seizure of the
vital Bastogne-Liege highway. The
German threat to cross the Meuse
River might now be stalled. In a
more personal satisfaction, Pete had
saved his company in the process.
The German SS officer knew this,
too. He was so infuriated he ordered
D'Alessandro to lie, exposed, in the
middle of the knoll, while he and
his troops dove into shell holes or
ditches. Pete never remembered a
more helpless plight. He was so
numb from the cold, only the undis-
turbed white snow around him as-
(Continued on Page 5)
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(Continued from Page 4) others were liberated from ~eir i>ris-
sured him he had not been hit. But on camp when ,East (RussIan) ~st
Providence favored him again. All met West (Pete s own famed Nmth
about him he could hear the cries Division) at ~usseburg, Germany.
and moans of the artillery's human From there, D Alessandro was. sent
targents. Not a shell came near him. from one European Army ~ospital to
This only heightened the German another for treatments of hIS woun.ds
captain's frustration. Although in- and, finally he returned to Fort DIX,
. red himself Pete was forced to New Jersey,where he was given a
h~lp two oth~r wounded soldiers to 77-day furlough. While at home he
the rear. received a telegram from Washing-
MEDIC SYMPATHETIC ton, asking him to verify his serial
At a German ambulance truck number. He thought it had some-
ear Kalterherburg the doctor in thing to do with clarifying his serv-
~harge appeared fri:ndly and sympa- ice record and replied immedi~tely.
thetic. His concern was for tending He was ordered to Washmgton,
the wounded regardless of nationali- and it was not until he got there and
ty. He tended Pete's wound as care- met President Tr.uman, that he
fully as he did those of his country- learned he was bemg awarded the
men. However, he used bandages of C.ongre~ional Meda~ of Honor for
paper, further evidence of the severe hIS herOIsm at Hurricane Forest ,on
shortages in Germany. Dec. 22, 1944.
As the doctor cleansed Pete's in- The deed that earned Pete his na-
jury, a wound above the left knee, tion's highest military honor was ac-
he noted scars on his left calf and tually quite astonishing-for him. He
said, "You are an old soldier, yes?" was a man who honestly deplored
The SS officer turned red from the military. In fact, few soldiers
anger and humiliation. This Arneri- were happier to shed army discip-
can prisoner had deceived him with line and return to civilian life than
his innocent look. He was a tested Pete D'Alessandro.
veteran, not accidentally, but delib- Why then, would a man of this
erately responsible for the punish- non - belligerent disposition stand
ment taken by the officer's armed prepared to sacrifice his life at Hur-
battalion. In a rage, he kicked Pete ricane Forest? He expected to die
and knocked him to the ground. Only that day; that is certain. No man
the intervention of the doctor stop- could have called him a coward if he
ped further punishment. left that lonely bunker at the first
D'Alessandro was taken to a dug- sight of tanks.
o~t where a colo.n~l interrogated Pete's first reply is: "I was mad
hIm. The S8 ca~tams angry, blus- as hell! Just plain mad!"
tering tale. of this o~e-~an torna~o It is easy to say that fury displaced
draw a grm of admIratIOn fro~ hIS the instinct of self-preservation; that
superior. The colonel was a milItary th f' d th d'l. e years 0 mIsery an e al y
man and had only respect for the In- skirmishes with death drove him to
g~nuity and courage of another sol- a breaking point. Bpt what of his
dier. equal passion to save his company
COLONEL WELL INFORMED from destruction? And his later sat-
When Pete refused to give any in- isfaction when he learned they were
formation other than name, rank and safe and the enegy stopped?
serial number, the colonel did not Pete only shakes his head when
threaten or harm him. But more you ask him to explain this. Perhaps
amazing, Pete learned they knew the ex-sergeant is modest but vet-
more about his unit than he himself. eran members of his old Easy Com-
Not only did the colonel know the pany answer unhesitantly.
position of Company E and the rest In the emergency, they say, Pete
of the 39th, but the names, strength D'Alessandro proved himself a liar.
and locations of other American units His outward contention of never car-
in the area. ing for responsibility or the welfare
The following day, after the Amer- of others was a sham. At a time of
iean artillery had leveled the area urgent decision, his qualities of lead-
and driven the shattered German ership and self-sacrifice revealed
battalion back to Kalterherburg, themselves. He proved an axiom as
Captain Hill and Company E reoccu- old as history: "Man inherently loves
pied their former position with only his fellow man."
minor resistance. HAPPY HOME LIFE
They found hundreds of dead and Today, D'Alessandro lives quietly
dying German casualties. There was in his hometown of Watervliet New
no sign of D'Alessandro. Easy Com- York with his pert wife Pat and
pany spent the day scouring the ter- their'two-year-old daught~r. H~ still
rain, forests, ditches and shellholes- resides in the unpretentious home-
but coluldn't find a trace of him. stead where he was reared. He has
Captain Hill felt easier. Since they never attempted to capitalize on or
had not found his body, the hope re- take advantage of the honor and
mained that D'Alessandro was a praise that came to him.
prisoner. And since Pete recognized the
ON THE MOVE meaning of compassion and responsi-
Far to the enemy rear, Pete began bility on that cold winter day in
the life of a German prisoner. He was December of 1944, he has never again
sent from one prison camp to an- attempted to shirk either. He gets a
other, ever eastward, ever away from tremendous satisfaction in his job as
advancing Allied forces. He was at Senator Zaretski's secretary for it of-
Bonn, Lundburg, other prisons, and fers him the opportunity to serve
finally Musseburg - always scantily others. In 17 years Pete has never
fed, half - clothed, and living in closed his door to anyone who carne
shacks. to him for help or advice. To Pete
One week before war ended in Eu- D'Alessandro, nobody is any more a
rope, D'Alessandro and thousands of nobody than himself.-The End.
Catawba River Bridge Designed By Capt. Rankin
The bridge noted above was designed by Captain Frank B. Ran-
kin, a former B Co. 15th Engrs. man. One side 0/ this bridge is in
wet territory; the other side, dry. When Art Schmidt and his Mom
visited Mt. Holly, N. C. to see Capt. Rankin, they roomed on the dry
side 0/ the bridge. Captain Rankin claims the play Schmidt give that





640 East 139th St.
Bronx 54, N. Y.
THE QM REPORT ON THE 19TH
ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICES
AT WORCESTER, MASS.
Here are briefly some of the high-
lights of Father Connors Memorial
Services on Sunday, November 10,
1963. .
Father Connors before a capaCIty
audience said prayers for the de-
ceased men of the Ninth Division.
At the Memorial Services, the speak-
ers said today we are remembering
the men of the Ninth Division. After
the Memorial Services we went to
Connors' Coffee Shop, and shortly
after that we went for dinner.
QM NOTES
All the faiths are invited to Fa-
ther Connors Services. Everyone who
has the opportunity should visit the
Ninth Division Memorial in Worces-
ter. It is a beautiful piece of art. It
is a reminder to the living that the
Ninth Division men will always be
remembered.
The entire Father Connors affair
was excellent. Saturday evening, No-
vember 9th. there was a large turn-
out of the 9th Division "boys". The
writer reminisced with Mr. and Mrs.
Tom Gray and spoke to Mr. and
Mrs Irvin Taylor. who were among
the group at Father Connors' Coffee
Shop.
At the Sunday Dinner, a delicious
roast beef dinner was served.
Speeches followed the dinner. Fa-
ther Connors said 1962 was the larg-
est attendance at his Mass Services.
This year there are just as many
who attended last year. The Speak-
ers' remarks were interesting to lis-
ten to, and the audience enjoyed
them to a great extent.
Mr. Amore and Mr. Cestaro won
prizes.
Besides the "Boys" who annually
attend Father Connors Annual Serv-
ices there were "Boys" visiting for
the first time. They were inquiring
from the other QM if and when they
saw so and so last. They were also
reminiscing about World War II and
it was interesting to listen to them as
they explained the incidents.
There were more than two full
round tables of the QM "Boys," their
ladies and children. The writer was





Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cestaro
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Miele
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Milano
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Russo
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Amore and
Family
Mr. and Mrs. John Jagling and
Family.
Best regards to all. Hope you are
all well at home.-Sincerely yours,
Harry Orenstein.
The QM Committee addresses are:
Bill Palady, 322 31st St., McKees-
port. Pa.
Harry Orenstein, 640 East 139th
St.. Bronx 54, N. Y.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
Interesting Notes In
New York's Bulletin
Under a dateline of October 28
New York Chapter's News Hound
directed a most interesting letter to
New York newspapers, radio stations
and TV groups in which he outlined
a tentative agenda for the November
meeting. This was followed by a two-
page neatly mimeographed news
notes bulletin sent to the members
in 'which matters to be discussed
were elaborated on more fully. The
meetings were held at the Statler
Hotel, 33rd St. and 8th Ave., and are
covered in detail elsewhere in this
issue of The Octofoil.
The Bulletin calls attention to the
fact that past Chapter President Pat
Morano has been transferred to an-
other city, his heart is still with the
New York boys. In the current issue
of The Bulletin Pat asks that his
kindest regards and best wishes be
conveyed to all the members of the
New York Chapter.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
SHE GOT HER JUST DESSERT
There was a young lady from
Trent
Who said she knew what it meant
When men asked her t9 dine,
Gave her cocktails and wine-
She knew what it meant-but she
went.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
The 70th meeting of the Board of
Governors was called to order at
4:45 P.M., November 9th, 1963, at the
Sheraton-Worcester Hotel, Worces-
ter, Massachusetts, attended by
Messrs. John Clouser, Herbert Clegg,
John Bonkowski, Alfons Cuprys,
Henry Shimkoski, Richard Pestel,
Frank Ozart, Victor Butswinkus,
Francis Maher, John Rizzo, Harry
Orenstein, Frank Wade and Walter
O'Keeffe. Also present were Thomas
Boyle, Treasurer; Harrison Daysh,
Judge Advocate, and First Vice-
President Vincent Guglielmino.
There being a quorum present, the
meeting was called to order by Pres-
ident John Clouser.
The secretary, Daniel Quinn, read
the minutes of the 69th meeting. Aft-
er a motion duly made by John
Rizzo apd seconded by Richard Pes-
tel it was voted to: Accept the read-
ing of the minutes, as read, and place
same on file.
The Treasurer, Thomas Boyle,
gave a quarterly report. After a mo-
tion duly made by Victor Butswin-
kus and seconded by John Bonkow-
ski, it was voted to: Accept the
Treasurer's report. President Clou-
ser thanked Thomas Boyle for his
report.
$1,367.59 PROFIT
Frank Ozart made a report on the
results of the 1963 Reunion. Ozart
reported that a profit of $1,367.59 was
realized. All Board members who at-
tended the Reunion agreed that it
was one of the finest reunions ever
held.
After a motion duly made by
Francis Maher and seconded by Her-
bert Clegg it was voted to: Accept
the 1963 Reunion report. Francis Ma-
her also added his congratulations
to the Reunion Committee and Illi-
nois Chapter members who worked
to make this reunion the success that
it was.
JULY 23, 24, and 25th IN PHILLY
Al Cuprys then made a progress
report on the 1964 Philadelphia Re-
union. The dates set for July 23, 24
and 25th, the Hotel Sheraton select-
ed as the site. Cuprys assured the
Board Members that the Reunion
Committee is going all out to make
this another grand reunion. Presi-
dent John Clouser thanked Al Cu-
prys for his report.
SCHOLARSHIP
John Clouser then gave a report
on the Scholarship Program. Clouser
stated that several members have
written to him asking about the pro-
gram. Clouser further stated that he
would like to have the Scholarship
Program publicized through The Oc-
tofoil and to have a permanent cut
out form placed in all issues of the
paper., This form would assist the
members who are interested in the
scholarship awards.
A brief discussion was held on
the possibility of the members and
their families (association members)
taking a tour to Europe. After a mo-
tion duly made by Herbert Clegg and
seconded by Francis Maher, it was
voted to: Table the discussion to
some future meeting.
After a motion duly made by
Frank Wade and seconded by John
Bonkowski it was voted to: Have the
Association set up a meeting, at 'the
next reunion, for all women to at-
tend and discuss the reactivation of
the Ladies' Auxiliary.
President Clouser requested that
Harrison Daysh, Judge Advocate,
study the By-Laws for such an Aux-
iliary.
President Clouser appointed the
following Board members to form a
Committee to assist the Auxiliary:
Frank Wade, Walter O'Keeffe and
Richard Pestel.
CHAPTER REPORTS
Francis Maher reported for the
New England Chapter and displayed
to the members the framed citation
that is to be presented to the Pa-
rishioners of Father Connors' Im-
maculate Conception Church.
After a motion duly made by Her-
bert Clegg and seconded by John
Rizzo, it was voted to: Reimburse
the New England Chapter the sum
of $30.00, cost of the scrooll and the
frame.
Walter O'Keefe reported for the
New York Chapter: All members
from the Chapter who attended the
Springfield Reunion were well
pleased and enjoyed themselves. The
annual Christmas Party will be held
on December 8th.
Alfons Cuprys reported for the
Philly - Delaware Valley Chapter:
The Chapter is meeting at the Hotel
Sheraton, Philadelphia, on the 2nd
Saturday evening of each month.
This is the hotel site for the 1964
Reunion.
Richard Pestel reported for the
Ohio Chapter: The Chapter members
are trying to change the meeting
night from Friday to Saturday to ac-
commodate more members.
John Bonkowski reported for the
Michigan Chapter: This Chapter
meets on the 1st Saturday of the
month at Carson's Chop House. They
are also planning to hold a Christ-
mas party.
Frank Ozart reported for the Illi-
nois Chapter. Meetings will' be held
in different cities for the corning
year. It will afford the members an
equal chance to attend one of the
meetings. They shall meet on the
3rd Friday of the month.
mANKS GOV. KERNER
After a motion duly made by Wal-
ter O'Keefe and seconded by Alfons
Cuprys it was voted to: Instruct the
secretary to send a letter of thanks
to Governor Kerner for his hospi-
tality at the last Reunion.
After a motion duly made by Rich-
ard Pestel and seconded by Walter
O'Keeffe it was voted to: Grant the
Illinois Chapter a gratuity of $100
for a job well done.
After a motion duly made by
Francis Maher and seconded by John
Bonkowski it was voted to: Reduce
the price' of the Ninth Division auto
disc to 50c ($0.50).
President Clouser asked the mem-
bers for a possible date and location
for the next Board meeting. A tenta-
tive date for April 4, 1964 in the
city of Pittsburgh was agreed upon.
After a motion duly made by
Harry Orenstein and seconded by
John Bonkowski, it was voted to:
Adjourn at 7:20 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
DANIEL QUINN, Secretary.,
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES HOWl--
Mt. Holly's Leading Man
The former 15th Engrs., Capt.
Frank Rankin, is a busy man-
down in Mt. Holly, N. C. But he's
never too busy to take a little
time out to socialize with any /or-
mer 9th men passing his way.
Frank is a top notch attorney in
the Tar Heel State. He is pictured
above with Art Schmidt's mother,
when they stopped enroute back
to New York from the Texas sa-
fari, to pay their respects to the
Captain.
Newsy Noles rl"om
Ihe Rishels in Ohio
Percy "Doc" Rishel, 645 W. Main
St., Geneva, Ohio, has a very
thoughtful wife. She sends in his
dues so they won't miss a copy of
The Octofoil and at the same time
takes out the time necessary to com-
pose a newsy letter. In a recent letter
from Mrs. Rishel, among other things
she has this to say:
Perry Payne, 78 Second St., Chick-
asaw, Ala. (2nd Bn. 47th), had a
heart attack in Arkansas. Is back
home now in Alabama.
The Korobkos were expected for
a week-end visit but Marie called
and had to cancel it out. John's back
is still giving him a lot of trouble.
The Rishels will be seeing all of
you at the Reunion in Philadelphia.
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Chapter's new camera. There were at
least 114 paid up tickets. Quinn men-
tioned the Christmas Party on Dec. 8.
Herminio Suarez and his group re-
mained after the band had gone and
provided their own entertainment.
They were singing Irish, Italian,
Spanish and German songs. There
was no rolls or other edibles left-
it was rumored that Jack Scully had
appropriated the leftovers.
Co. B, 15th Engr. men have
just about stolen the picture de-
partment of this Octofoil issue.
Carroll Leake, another Co. B,
15th Engr. man from Corpus
Christi, Texas, is pictured above.
Yep, that's right-Art Schmidt,
a former Co. B, 1'5th man from
New York City, made a trip this
past summer down South to fill
up on corn bread and chitlins.
He kept going until he reached
Corpus Christi, Texas, and visited
with Carroll Leake and his moth-
er down near the Mexican border.
Texas' Homes Invaded
It's the indispensable man who
takes the long vacations.
broadcasting quarters. If that could
be arranged we'd certainly contact
thousands of old buddies who left
the Continent before the Association
was formed and they have never
heard of its existence until this day.
LEAST DECORATED
We always bring up sayings that
this man was the most honored that
this outfit was the most deco~ated
and so forth. I have come to the
('onc1usion after my writings that
the 1st Battalion, 39th Infantry
AAA-O was the least decorated th~
most underestimated and the ieast
appreciated outfit to participate in
the European Theater of Onerations.
THE SHADOW COMES ABOARD
Mer all these years, 15 to be
exact, after "the old sarge" signed
up with the Association, his "shad-
ow" signs up. The "old sarge and
his shadow" represents Bill Kreye
and John Kujawa. John followed
so closely behind the "old sarge"
during combat days that they were
often referred to as the "old sarge
and his shadow." Welcome aboard,
John. I hope you enjoy "The Octo-
foil" out at South Bend, Indiana.
A CLOSE SHAVE
Harking back to our great Re-
union in Springfield, Ill. I have a
few items of interest. As' I was en-
route to the Reunion by auto with
the five other Kreyes, I had the fuel
gauge repaired prior to leaving
Brooklyn. As we approached the 40-
mile sign outside of Springfield, the
gauge read half full. My wife Ve-
ronica,. advised that I should' stop
and get some gas. I renlied that we
had plenty of gas to get us on into
Springfield. However, for some un-
known reason, three miles from the
convention city even though the fuel
pump read one-fourth full I drove
into a gasoline station. As' I waited
my turn to get alongside of a lone
gasoline pump which was filling an-
other car, my engine stopped. I could
not get it started again, as my car
was OUT OF GAS. We had to push
the car about six feet so the feed
hose could reach our gas tank.
THAT NO-HIT GAME
At the convention in Springfield
I had the pleasure of meeting Al
Papai, who pitched baseball for a
great many big league teams during
his career. He was no doubt correct
when he said he pitched a .no hitter ':
for the 47th Regt. against the 39th as
the 47th beat the 39th pitcher Cook
4 to O. I pitched the next game
against the 47th and although I let
up five hits, I lost 5 to 1. The 47th
Regiment's baseball team were the
champs that year-1942. The irony
of it was that it was the only time
I lost a game while pitching for the
AAA-O.
If the stories I'm compiling ever
get into print, they will reveal many
interesting sport yarns as well as
combat experiences. Incidently, re-
ceived those military papers from
Lt. Scheffel in Oklahoma 'City, Okla.
-Sincerely - Bill Kreye, 337 20th
St., Brooklyn 15, N. Y.
"Pop" Woodside Hopes
to Attend Philly Reunion
A letter from Pop Woodside, Box
162, Rome, N. Y., former 60th man,
always brings back many memories.
A few excerpts from a recent letter
read as follows:
For sometime I've wanted to ask
through The Octofoil if anyone
knows anything about the
whereabouts of First Sgt. Groves
the 60th, and another fellow by the
name of Peach. Sgt. Groves was sup-
posed to have received his
discharge while we were in the cork
forest outside Port Lyautey.
Peach was hit a couple of times
after our landing at Medhia.
(Editor's Note: Sgt. Groves is sup-
posed to be in St.Louis now. Any-
one knowing his exact wl:ler'eabo'uts
should drop Woodside a postal card.




Every year at this
many of the fellows we spent
much time with. It is also when
fact dawns on us that our ranks
growing thinner and thinner
succeeding year. Each year some
the old comrades pass on and
makes one realize time marches
I wish you would convey a
Christmas and Happy New Year
all the members of the Ninth
fantry Division Association.
bless each and every one
homes.-Sincerely, Bob Woodside.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES HOWl-
CHANCE TO ADVERTISE?
In another letter the Sarge writes:
:t:s!?"t it a shame! We are not capi-
tahzmg on probably our biggest op-
portunity to advertise the Ninth In-
fantry Division Association. I'm re-
ferring to Lindsey Nelson, who has
been on TV so many times broad-
casting the New York Met baseball
games and on the Saturday college
football games. At least we could
present Nelson with a large pin in-
signia for him to wear on the front
of his dark jacket which has em-
broidered on the left front side the
initials CBS. The colors of the Octo-
foil would stand out distinctively on
Lindsay's chest. Or, present him with
a banner "Join the 9th Infantry Di-
vision Association," which he could
hang up in the background of his
SGT. BILL KREYE HAS SIDELINE CHATS WITH OLD
GANG DURING PHILADELPHIA'S GOOD-TIME PARTY
Under the datelines of Oct. 2 and
Nov. 1 The Octofoil received inter-
esting letters from Sgt. Bill Kreye,
337 Twentieth St., Brooklyn 15, N.Y.
Highlights of the two letters read
in part as follows:
A few comments about that Phila-
delphia picnic that was held at Mar-
tin Krasovetz's place at Gibbsboro,
N. J., are worthwhile mentioning:
I asked John Sabato, formerly "E"
Co., 39th Regt. (AAA-O) how he
got his lieutenant's bars. Modestly.
John never revealed the true story
but insisted that Col. Van Bond
wanted Sabato to have the promo-
tion. No doubt John had earned the
promotion-but I remarked "It was
a good thing the war was almost
over when those bars were issued."
Martin talked about an incident at
Sedjenane in South Africa, where
Mati, a member of my squad, and
Don Wong, cook's helper, were
hauling rations. Don Wong made
the right turn but Mati made the
wrong turn. He walked, through the
enemy lines undetected then drop-
ped the rations and returned thru
the enemy lines undetected again.
The following day the 1st Bat-
talion, 39th attacked and pushed
back the enemy to recover the ra-
tions. (Events of this kind were un-
common with out intelligence sec-
tion.) I told Martin that I had this
story but I had it where three or
four of my men accomplished this
act. I said that I was not going to
change it. Martin also revealed
where I wore the gas mask to run
the obstacle course, I tripped over
the first hurdle and crashed thru
the remaining hurdles. My body was
stretched out on the ground like a
dead man. The lieutenant in charge
rushed over to mv side and he in-
quired if the gas mask was dam-
aged?
NEXT YEAR'S REUNION
Dick Wilson and Jack O'Shea
commented about the writer in this
manner: "For a guy who has noth-
ing to say, will you please keep quiet
for a moment and let's discuss
items concerning the coming Phila-
delphia reunion?"
CHRISTMAS PARTY
IN NEW YORK WAS
A GREAT SUCCESS
By ~THUR RICHARD SCHMIDT,
69-20 69th St., Brooklyn 27, N. Y.
New York Chapter's Christmas
Party was held Dec. 8 at the Elks'
Lodge, Union City, N. J.
Credit should be given the mem-
bers who donated toys and otherwise
made the party a success: Frank
Kasko and Dominick Miele donated
toys, George Bako donated bread,
Mr. Michael McInerney, Gold Star
parent, donated candy, and AIexan-
NOVEMBER 1ST MEETING der Bravin donated an immense
This meeting was also held at the cake, which he baked himself. The
Statler Hilton, in the Maisson Bleue latter lives at 3236 Bronx Boulevard,
Room. A dental group was meeting Bronx, N. Y. He was with the 3rd
in the room usually reserved for the Bn., Hqtrs., 47th. Kasko was with B
Chapter. The writer first visited the Co., 15th Engrs.
dental meeting by mistake. HARD WORKERS
Chaplain George Apar opened the Following are the names of a few
meeting with a prayer. Miele read who worked indefatiguable to make
minutes of last meeting; they were everything run smooth:
approved. Feinberg reported the Frank Fazio deserves a hand of
Chapter still in the black even if a applause for arranging the party.
camera had been purchased. The same goes for the members of
DANCE A SUCCESS his committee. John Rizzo did a fine
Fazio advised that the dance was job in leading the children in sing-
a success, but was disappointed be- ing Christmas carols. Dom Miele,
cause no more members attended' with an assist from Stanley Cohen,
than did. Visitors and guests enjoy- sho\V'ed the cartoons to the children.
ed themselves and kept the operation When Rizzo announced the arrival of
in the black. Stan Cohen made a mo- Santa Claus there was a great roar
tion to the effect the dance hereafter from the children. Irving Feinberg
be held in conjunction with some was busy taking motion pictures.
other event, such as honoring mem- Dominick Miele became a comic with
bers who have worked hard for the those giant size eye glasses he was
Chapter, etc. wearing. Frank Kasko, Frank Fazio,
Ed Egan discussed the possibility Walter O'Keeffe, Harry Wax, George
of suing the Chapter's Public Rela- Fraenkel, George Apar and Al Rago
tions Director because of an article did fine jobs assisting Santa to dis-
in last month's Octofoil about Ed's tribute the toys and candy. Jack
embarrassing moments on the bus Scully and Mutchko helped to dis-
enroute home from Springfield. tribute the ice cream. Santa himself
Frank Kasko, Co. B, 15th Engrs.; took a try at leading the children in
Ralph Witzkin, 1569 Fabyan Place, singing Christmas carols.
Hillside, N. J., 47th, and Nicholas Santa even gave a present to Gold
Androvitch, 39th Anti-Tank 1st Bn Star Mother, Mrs. McInerney. Stan-
were some of the new fac~s at th~ ley Cohen got in on the icre cream
meeting. distribution, while Kasko and Fein-
KASKO LOSES HIS MOTHER berg passed out the cake. John Rizzo
Frank Kasko said that he had been did a good job narrating the motion
upstate New York recently because pictures Dom Miele showed of the
of his mother's illness. and for this Worcester Memorial and the Chapter
reason had been unable to attend the Dance. Rizzo also did an excellent
meetings. Plans for transportation to job, passing out the SO-50 prizes, as-
Worcester were discussed. sisted by Fazio, Miele, and Her-
Some discussion took place con- minio Suarez.
cerning getting more publicity rela- WINNERS
tive .to the Scholarship Program; the The following were winners of the
possibility of reactivating the Ladies' 50-50 prizes: Roberto Pizarro, 43
Auxiliary was discussed. Dan Quinn Clinton St., $100; Kathleen Whalen,
called attention to the article ap- $35; Adolph Wadalavage, $25 (and
pearing in CLIMAX magazine about Wadalavage claims he never wins
Pete D'Alessandro. anything), Dominick Miele, $15. The
NOMINATING COMMITTEE following were winners of $5: Frank
Ralph Witzkin, Vincent Gugliel- McDermott, Harold Ott, Harold
mino, Frank Fazio and Art Schmidt Greller, A. Gelormini, of New Sum-
were chosen to serve on the nomi- mit, N.J.; Walter O'Keeffe of Brook-
nating committe. Schmidt was se- lyn; Betty Rizzo and John Holick.
lected chairman. The following' nom- Greller comes from Knickerbocker
inations were presented: President Ave., Brooklyn. Miele reported a
John Rizzo; 1st Vice President, Harr; good sale of the 50-50 book and
Orenstein; 2nd Vice President Lou wants to give a hand to the mem-
Almassy; Secretary, Dominick Miele' bership for the job they did selling.
Treasurer, Irving Feinberg; Ed Egan: SURPRISE VISITOm
Judge. Advocate; George Apar, Frances Maher, Past National
Chaplam; AI Orletti, Sergeant-at- President of the Ninth Infantry Di-
Arms; members of Chapter Board of vision Association, made a surprise
Governors; Stanley Cohen 39th. appearance at the affair.
George Apar, 47th; Harry J~neman: There were 60 or more children
60th; Adolph Wadalavage, Special present and just as many adults. It
Troops; James Haroutunian, Division was the opinion of many that this
Artillery. Additional nominations can was the largest Christmas party
be made from the floor. gathering the Chapter has ever had.
Harry Juneman was unable to at- COFFEE WAS GOOD
tend the meeting. He was expecting Al Rago and Frank Kasko and a
an emergency telephone call because few others were helping to distrib-
of his mother's critical illness. ute the pitchers of beer, sandwiches,
The December meeting will be at pretzels, and potato chips and candy,
the Statler Hilton. and Kasko and his brother helped to
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES HOWl- pass out the coffee - which tasted
Mrs. Dziembowski Is pretty good.
Grafton Postm.·stress -PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES HOWl-Lookiag rOI" Ilrlash"
During the informal party in Con- Sadlel" aad IID=-Iy"
nors' Coffee Shop in Worcester the --
night preceding Memorial Services Mool"e, 39th Mea
it was the good fortune of The Octo~ William Morrison, a former Co. A,
foil editor to have been seated at a 39th man, writes from 242 Woodmont
table with Mr. and Mrs. Lilian Road, Union, N. J. He asks that he
Dziembowski,497 Providence Rd., be contacted if anyone reading this
So. Grafton, Mass. Mrs. Dziembrow- item knows the whereabouts of
ski is the young lady who recently "Flash" Sadler or Oliver W. "Dinty"
sent in the dope about the recogni- Moore, A Co., 39th.
tion being given a 9th Division ca- Secretary Quinn has gone over his
nine mascot at memorial services mailing lists and finds two Sadlers,
held near the little mascot's grave inEngland. one a Benjamin Sadler, 376 A St.,
Huntsville, Ala., a former Pfc., last
Mrs. Dziembowski also conveyed heard of was in 1945. The other one
the information that she has recently is John Sadler, 335 West St., Truman,
been appoitned Postmistress at Graf- Ark. He was a Tech Sgt. with the
ton, Mass. 39th, and he too, was last heard of
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES HOWl- in 1945.
The difference between the movies -PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES HOWl-
and real life is that in the movies Fun is like insurance, the older
they are married at the end of all you get the more it costs.
their difficulties. -PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES HOWl-
HIGHLIGHTS OF OCTOBER 4th AND
NOVEMBER 1 NEW YORK MEETINGS
By ARTHUR RICHARD SCHMIDT,
Public Relations Director
Greater New York Chapter
69-20 69th St., Brooklyn 27, N. Y.
PResident·4-7100, Ext. 13
George Apar offered an opening
prayer.
The Oct. 4 meeting was held in
the Pennsylvania Room of the Stat-
ler Hilton Hotel 33rd St. and 7th
Ave., New York City. There were
about 30 members present. Walter
O'Keeffe, Chapter President, pre-
sided. Minutes of previous meeting
were read and approved. Chapter
Treasurer Irving Feinberg gave the
financial report. Feinberg complain-
ed about too many expenses but was
able to report the Chapter Treasury
solvent. Fazio reported all the details
relative to the dance had been nailed
dOw-nand hoped for a large crowd.
It was decided to hold the Christmas
Party at the Union City Elks Lodge.
There was some discussion about the
purchase of a movie to be used at
National affairs, such as the Reunions
and Memorial Services.
George Apar made the motion that
$75 be expended for a camera.
Mr. D'Addona, whose son was
awarded a scholarship by the Asso-
ciation attended the meeting and ex-
pressed appreciation to the member-
ship and the Association for having
selected his son for a scholarship.
PHONE COMPANY LECTURER
In conjunction with the meeting,
the New York Telephone Co. pro-
vided a fine lecture and film on
S-A-G-E, which is the warning sys-
tem against enemy attacks by mis-
siles. The film was entitled "Seconds
for Survival" with a narrative by
Raymond Massey. He described the
whole defense set-up.
Some of the members attending
the meeting had heard announce-
ments read over radio station WCBS
about the meeting.
President O'Keefe told the group
about Ed Iannetti stopping at the
postoffice to tell President O'Keeffe
goodby, because he was moving to
Vermont•. Ed wound up in an in-
spector O'Keeffe's office instead of
Walter's station.
Mr. Mcinerney was asked to make
the drawings for the· dark ,horse
prizes. Ed Egan won a tie rack;
O'Keeffe won two dance tickets,
which he turned back in to be sold
at the dance; and Mr. Mcinerney
drew his own prize - a Hula Hula
girl-Mr. Mcinerney, our honored
Gold Star parent, took some good-
natured kidding. Dom Miele was
busy. selling dance tickets.
DANCE ON OCT. 12
On Oct. 12 the Chapter held its
dance at the Elk's Lodge in Union
City, N. J. Hours before the dance
started many members were busy
getting things in order. O'Keeffe and
Fazio were busy preparing the buf-
fet supper, tapping the beer and put-
ting up the decorations. Miele was at
his post selling tickets-hardly leav-
ing to get himself a bite at the buffet
table. Adolph Wadalavage had to go
to work at 4:00 A. M. and had to
miss the dance. But he bought a
ticket anyway.
Ernie Streppa, Co. A, 39th, was
one of the first to arrive. He had a
bit of traveling to do to get to Union
City, N. J. He lives at 308 W. Elm,
Rochester, N. Y. For a while it was
thought he was the one who had
traveled the farther, until National
President Frances Maher came in.
Some of the members deserve ex-
tra credit for making the dance a
success. These include Miele, Fazio
and Edwin Cloud. Howard Wise and
his sister, Helen, were among the
newer faces seen at the dance. They
live at 336 St. Pauls, Jersey City,
N. J. Howard was with the 60th.
Paul Kuligosky, 12 Darcey St., New-
ark, N. J., was surprised to learn the
New York Chapter was holding an
affair in the same building where he
was bowling. He served with C Co.
39th in Africa, Sicily and Norman-
dy, and this was the first time he
had met up with the boys of the
outfit.
During the drawing Dan Quinn
was at the microphone, assisted by
O'Keefe, Fazio and John Rizzo. It
was Rizzo who did the actual draw-
ing and drew the writer's name out
to win a Universal Coffeematic. This
was labeled a "fix." Feinberg was
busy taking motion pictures with the
November-December, 1963 THE OCTOFOIL 7
Pat Morano Meets Old Pal At the Sail Game
Pat Morano, a former president of the Greater New York Chap.
ter, was recently tr(,lnsferred to Chambersburg, Pa., where he and
Mrs. Morano are working as inspectors at the U. S. Government Gen·
eral Services Administration at Mechanicsburg, Pa. At a Pittsburgh
Pirates baseball game recently Pat "stumbled" onto Steve Lelak an
old 1st Sergeant from B Co., 47th Regt. Steve and Wanda Lelak ~ow
have a beautiful 18.year-old daughter. Above: Pat (standing), /irst on
left and next is Steve; seated, first on left, is Mrs. Morano and across
the table, /irst right, is Wanda Lelak. '
GOLD STAR PINS
Mr. Michael McInerney, a Gold
Star parent, advises that "Gold Star
Lapel Pins" are available for 80
cents. They must be ordered from
the U. S. Army Quartermaster
Corps, 2800 So. 20th St., Philadel-
phia, Pa. A money order for 80c must
accompany the order. Mr. McInerney
said these pins are in effect replace-
ments for the original pins which
were awarded to Gold Star parents
without charge. He said that the
owner's initials are engraved on the
back of the pin.
Danny Quinn reported that na-
tional membership has been increas-
ing.
Dominick Miele, chapter secretary.
reported that sale of books for· the
50-50 Club was encouraging.
There was quite a bit of discussion
about the scholarship program. Most
members felt that the amount of
money awarded for scholarships
should be increased.
There was a prolonged discussion
on the probability of the next site for
the Reunion in 1965. Most members
felt that New York should have the
Reunion in conjunction with the
World's Fair. It was pointed out that
by 1965 at least five years will have
passed since New York last had a
Reunion.
Jack Scully won one of the dark
horse prizes-an electric flower car-
riage. Mr. McInerney won the other
prize--a book of 50-50 chances.
Dominick Miele showed .motion
pictures of the Worcester Memorial
Services and our dance.
Adolph Wadalavage reported on an
experience not connected with the
Chapte.r. He was on duty as a city
bus drIver when some guy driving a
passenger car decided to fall asleep
at the wheel. The car and driver
tried to drive under the bus from
the forward end of the bus. They had
to lift the bus by a crane in order
to get the driver out. He walked
away apparently uninjured but his
car was demolished and there was
some damage to the bus. Adolph was
all shook up.
"The Battle of the Huertgen For-
est" is making the rounds. Dave Gel-
man is reading it now, Max Uman-
sky just having returned it.
The American Telephone and
Telegraph Company's stock split was
good news to the writer. A few jeal-
ous souls in the Chapter tried to
be critical.
There were at least 40 present. A
few of those who haven't been pres-
ent for some time included Doc Ses-
low, Harry Wax, Mele and Varone.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
SHELDON STODDARD SENDS
INTERESTING CLIPPINGS
cwo Sheldon Stoddard, W2153130,
503rd Admin. Co., PSD, APO 37, care
New York Postmaster, would be
happy to hear from any of the old
gang.
In a recent letter to Secretary Dan
Quinn, Sheldon sent some clippings
from a publication printed in English
by Presse- und Informations-amt der
Bundersregterung, Weickerstr ass e
Bonn, edited by E. G. Patzoid. '
A picture that covers the entire
top part of the page shows the ceme-
tery at Vossenach in the Eifel which
contains the bodies of 1,300 known
and 700 unknown soldiers killed in
the terrible battles in the nearby
Hurtgen Forest just 19 years ago.
A beautifully written editorial ac-
companies the picture in which the
writer pays homage to those brave
men who fell in combat during the
battles fought in the area. The lead-
off of the editorial reads thusly:
"Once again November and the
days given over by tradition to
mourning our dead are almost upon
us, and once again, with memories
unblurred by time, we try to strike
a balance between the experience of
the past and the hopes for the fu-
ture ..." and closes with the fol-
lowing paragraph:
"As, therefore we approach Re-
membrance Day, Volkstrauertag, the
National Day of Mourning, or what-
ever we like to call it, we do our-
selves honour in remembering that
duty demands sacrifice. And we do
ourselves honour in pausing a mo-
ment to reflect on those who, in ad-
dressing themselves to what they
were told was their duty, made the
greatest sacrifice of all."
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
A charge account is what a wom-
an uses to keep husband from be-
coming too independent.
-PAY 1.9.6·4 DUES NOWI-
Col. F. C. Feil's new mailing ad-
dress will be Quarters 224, Fort
Hamilton, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11209. His
old address was 1034 Linden Street,
Scranton 10, Pa.
-PAY 1·9·6-4 DUES NOWI-
Wanls 10 RelulD
Two Teslamenls
John C. Friel, Med. Bn. 47th hopes
someone reading this issue of The
Octofoil can be of help to him in
sending a couple of Testaments to
relatives of two G.I.s. John's pres-
ent address is Box 373, Covington,
Virginia. Parts of a letter he wrote
reads as follows:
Several years ago I was going
through some of the few souvenirs
I brought home from service and I
came across two Testaments I had
forgotten I had, and I can't quite
remember the circumstances under
which I got them. I believe they
were given to me by casualties I
treated and I was supposed to send
them back. Apparently I was hurt
before I got it done. One of them
has a name and address in it, the
other has a name only. The one with
names only reads:
John E. Brady, husband
Shirley Brady t Wife
No address.
The other shows membership in a
Pocket Testament League and reads:
Name: Joseph F. Ecker
Address: 275 E. Eighth St., South
Boston, Mass.
There is no record of either of
these men at the Association head-
quarters. Quite possibly they were
casualties before the Association was
formed. Anyone in position to help
John get the Testaments returned to
the next-of-kin should contact him
by mail at the address given above.
-PAY 1·9-6·4 DUES NOW!-
COL. F. C. FElL HAS
A NEW ADDRESS
By ARTHUR "RICHt ' SCHMIDT
New York Chapter's December 6
meeting was held at the Statler-Hil-
ton, in the Penn Top (18th floor). Of-
ficers were elected. The nominating
committee listed in November meet-
ing story saw its slate elected with-
out opposition from the floor. The
slate as reported in the November
story and appearing elsewhere in
this issue of The Octofoil was elect-
ed unanimously, which was as fol-
lows: President, John Rizzo; 1st
Vice President, Harry Orenstein; 2nd
Vice President, Lou Almassy; Judge
Advocate, Ed Egan; Sergeant at
Arms, AI Orletti; Chaplain, George
Apar; Chapter Board of Governors,
Stanley Cohen, 39th; George Apar,
47th; Harry Juneman, 60th; Special
Troops, Adolph Wadalavage; Division
Arty., James Haroutunian. Remain-
ing on the Board of Governors for
another year were: Pete Uhl, 39th;
Pat Morano, 47th; Charles Libretto,
60th; AI Rago, Special Troops, and
Manny Effron, Division Arty. Going
off the Board were: Herminio Suarez,
39th; Jack Scully, 47th; Fraenkel
60th; Ed Goldstien, Special Troops;
and Kenneth Grosse, Division Arty.
George Fraenkel moved that the
men nominated by the committee be
elected unanimously. This was sec-
onded by Dan Quinn, and the motion
was adopted.
RIZZO EXTENDS THANKS
John Rizzo, the new President
pledged himself to try and emulat~
the record of past officers and thank-
ed the nominating committee for
nominatiz;tg hi~ and the membership
for electmg hIm. Harry Orenstein
said he was proud to be elected 1st
Vice President and would have more
to, say at installation time. Walter
o Keeffe, the outgoing President
pledged his support for the incom:
ing officers, and made an appeal to
the membership to go out and get
more members.
Irving Feinberg, Treasurer show-
ed up in a new and expensi~e look-
ing suit but reported the Chapter
was still operating in the black.
Frank Fazio, chairman for the
Christmas Party, reported that plans
for the party were going along O.K.
Adolph Wadalavage, Chapter Wel-
fare Officer, reported that Vincent
Scuccimarri, who is a patient at the
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Veterans'
Administration Hospital at Montrose
N. Y., was not doing well. '
Danny Quinn reported that Cosmo
Covella's sister was given a copy of
"8 Stars to Victory." Cosmo was
killed overseas, and his mother pass-
ed away just before the Reunion in
Springfield.
NEW YORK CHAPTER HELD DECEMBER 6th
MEETING UP 1M THE CLOUDS AT STATLER
BENEDICT KANE
Died November 8, 1962
ROBERT HAMILTON
Died December 23, 1962
IN MEMORIAM




A year ago I appealed to you for
funds to help defray the expense of
erecting a suitable monument to the
dead and living members of the 9th
Infantry Division which Father Con-
nors had placed on his church prop-
erty. You responded in a very gen-
erous way. Thank you, very much.
This monument was dedicated last
November in the presence of Gen-
eral Craig and the largest attendance
ever at a Memorial Mass.
Change your records to read:
Tony Salton, 4528 S. Rockwell St.,
Chicago, Ill.
Joseph Mosier, 5534 Fairway Drive,
Crestwood, Ill.
Truly G. Hammock, 4001 Sharon
Court, Richmond, Va.
Ross V. Kopple, Soldiers & Sailors
Home, Quincy, TIL
Burnal Lareau, 12416th Ave., Silus
Hgts., Silus, TIL
Dale Guion, 38 Hillcrest Ave.,
Randolph, Maine.
Fred Keyes, 221 West End Ave.,
Ridgwood, N. J. -
Oris Pinkstaff, 1318 N. Penn St.
Indianapolis, Ind. ' ,
Mrs. Edna Hamilton, Johnsonville,
R.D. 2, Valley Falls, N. Y.
Harold Wallace was the only rep-
resentative of Service Battery who
attended the convention at Fort
Bragg in 1962. It is about time he
wrote to the rest of us to tell us
about Fayetteville, Spring Lake
Bonnie Doone, Lumberton, etc. Jo~
Mosier, Earl Landon and Alexander
Wilcopolski fought the war all over
again when they met at the conven-
tion this year in Springfield, TIL Lew
Orticari met Dale Guion last sum-
mer. Peter Greco retired from the
barber business and was planning a
trip to Italy. He may stay for an in-
definite period. Manny Effron was
sick a year ago and missed the Me-
morial Mass for the first time. Paul
Griffin is again thep roud father of
a boy. Bill Bongiorno, Jr., son of our
~onjo, suffered a severe back injury
m Germany and the Army decided
to ship him home for treatment.
The McKenzie family had a very
pleasant visit with the Hubers out
in Olean this past summer. Our en-
joyable trip to Auriesville, Coopers-
town, Cor n. i n g, Hammondsport,
Olean and NIagara Falls ended in
sadness when we reached Valley
Falls and learned that Bob Hamilton
had passed away. We had a nice visit
with Mrs. Hamilton. Bob and Edna
talked many times of making the
trip to Worcester. Plans were made
for 1962 but Bob suffered a heart
attack from which he never recov-
ered completely.
The McKenzie family will be in
Philadelphia next July-1964.
-PAY 1.9·6·4 DUES NOWI-
FRANK LAURETTA
IS A POSTMASTER
Winslow, N. J. has a most capable
postmaster-a former 9th Division
man-Frank Lauretta, A Co., 47th.
Frank sends in his dues and apolo-
gizes for being late because of being
kept busy. He reminds Secretary
Dan Quinn that he was one of the
original members of the organization
and he wants to maintain his contin-
uous membership, and besides that,
he doesn't want to miss any copies af
The Octofoil.
-PAY 1·9·6·4 DUES NOWI-
HALTON SPEERS HAS
TO TAKE IT EASY
Ralton M. Speers, 1st Bn. 60th,
now of 5 Patricia Ave., Albany 3,
N. Y., was mighty sorry he couldn't
make it to the Springfield Reunion
after having such an enjoyable time
at Fort Bragg. But on his way from
Bragg he suffered a coronary in
Philadelphia and there he stayed un-
til October 1. But he sends regards
to all his Go-Devil buddies.
-PAY 1·9·6-4 DUES NOWI-
RALPH ELKINS IN
BLUE GRASS STATE
Ralph H. Elkins writes from
Dwale, Ky. He is a former 39th man,
I Co. Ralph lost his copy "8 Stars
to Victory," during a flood that hit
Dwale, so he has written Secretary
Quinn for another copy, plus one of
the combat maps and paid his dues
up to January 1, 1965.
-PAY 1-9·6·4 DUES NOWI-
The Egyptians are the only ones
ever to master the art of making a
woman dry up and stay that way.
fied. May we say "Thank you" for
a wonderful week end.
After Mass a brief ceremony was
held around the Memorial. A few
words by our association president,
John Clouser, the City Manager and
Mayor of Worcester, a few prayers
by Father Connors, then the sound-
ing of taps brought this ceremony to
a close. Now the doors of the coffee
shop opened wide to admit the gang
for coffee and doughnuts.
Activities at the hotel at dinner
time ran true to the Connors style.
The dining room with its balcony
were crowded with hungry males
and females. The menu called for
Chicken (Peutetre) de Bizerte but
we were served roast beef. Some at
the head table were praised, others
were insulted. It was all part of a
good time you have when you spend
the week end at Worcester.
Service Battery, 26th F.A. was
again represented by the greatest
number of men from anyone unit.
Swenson and LeBlanc were present
after a nabsence of five years. Wal-
ter is a school custodian for the town
of Reading. Clem is associated with
his greatest conflict of interest. The
Frenchman is a bartender. Bonjo,
Pergi, Wilkinson, Albanese, Roscoe.
Huber, Quinn, Effron, and the writer
were all members of that great or-
ganization. Wives and children trav-
eled with us to Worcester so that
they too, enjoyed the festivities of a
great week end.
If you have never been to the Me-
morial Mass may I offer this sug-
gestion. Start now and every week
until next November hide two bucks
in the unused cookie jar so that come
November -1964 you will have the
green stuff to meet the expenses for
yourself and your wife for a never to
be forgotten week end.
ED 'BREWER PLANNING
FOR PHILLY TRIP IN '64
After the Springfield Reunion Ed
Brewer took time out to write Arthur
Schmidt a short letter. The Brewers
live at 4407 W. 54th Terrace Shaw-
nee Mission, Kansas. The letter is as
follows:
Dear Art: First I want to tell you
that talking to you at Springfield
was a real joy to me.
, Have just finished reading the last
issue of The Octofoil and I want to
compliment you on a good job of
writing about your trips. Wish I had
the time to do all that traveling.
My family had a good time at the
Reunion and they want to come with
me to Philly in '64.
Give my regards to Adolph.-Best
regards-Ed Brewer.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
It is a great pity that, because of
the force of gravity, it takes more
energy to close the mouth than to
open it.
-PAY 1·9-6·4 DUES NOWI-
Not every American boy ~an be-
come president. Someone has to
caddy.
JOHN MURPHY IS NOW
IN PALISADES, CALIF.
John F. Murphy writes from 16528
Sunset Blvd., Pacific Palisades, Calif.
John was a platoon leader in the
39th Regt., an executive officer C.O.
of "I" Co., and S-3 of th'e 3rd 'Bn.
He is a member in good standing
in the Association and would be
happy to hear from any of the old
gang.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
Harold Wallace Sends
Greetings to 26th F.A.
Harold Wallace sends his greetings
to his old buddies in Servo Bty. 26th
F.A. Harold is living in Bellaire,
Texas, and had plans to attend the
Springfield Reunion but had to can-
cel those plans out at the last minute.
He enjoys reading The Octofoil
and is hopeful that he might be able
to attend the 1964 Reunion-but in
the meantime he'd like to hear from
some of the old buddies.
-PAY 1·9·6·4 DUES NOWI-
JOE McKENZIE PAINTS VIVID PICTURE OF




Standing Room Only. Where have
you seen that sign? If you visited
the Immaculate Conception Church
for the 10:15 Memorial Mass on No-
vember 10, you may have been lucky
This event which has been cele-
brated by Father Connors since 1945
grows and grows as the years go by.
New faces appear each year. Some
have been there every year. Ot1}ers
who have missed a few years for va-
rious reasons are alwa~Ts beaming
with joy when they can again make
it to Worcester. You do not live too
far from Worcester when you con-
sider that Father Rowan of the 9th
M.P.s travels from the State of Kan-
sas, John Clouser from Chicago, Paul
Plunkett from Columbs, Ohio, Jack
Shea from Philadelphia, Frank Wade
from Maryland, and our own Joe
Albanese from White River Junction.
Harold Wallace of Houston, Texas,
has written to me to say that he has
started to save so that he can make
the trip in 1965. How about you?
The Mass, the main reason for our
being there, is a beautiful ceremony.
The vestments, the movements by
Father Connors, his singing and the
response by the choir all add up to
a beautiful and inspiring ceremony.
The artistry of some one in planning
and arranging a few large bouquets
is in keeping with a beautiful cere-
mony in a beautiful church.
COFFEE SHOP BUSY
Again this year on Saturday night,
the coffee shop was a bee hive of
activity. The parishioners of at least
battalion strength were very gener-
ous in their culinary arts and buffet
lunch. Service was excellent. Large
and small appetites were easily satis-
8 THE OCTOFOIL November-December, 1963
On his trek through the Lone
Star State Art Schmidt, after
much Sherlock Holmes' work, lo-
cated another former 15th Engr.
man, I nocenzio Guel, who is
working at Randolph Air Force
Field, which is near Cuel's home.
in Schetz, Texas. Schmidt and
Cuel pictured above.
Gold Sial" Molhel"
Plans 10 See Philly
Mrs. Lillian McAvoy, 3 Georgia
Ave., Villa, N. J. 08251 sends her
Christmas card to the Octofoil and
a few personal notes about herself.
She enjoys reading The Octofoil-
and noted that Bill Mauser had left
Ohio to live in Florida. Bill was wth
her son when he was killed in ac-
tion-just two years after her hus-
band had passed away.
Finances have kept her from
being able to attend one of the Me-
morial Masses in Worcester. But she
is still hoping to make one some day.
In the meantime Villa is only a short
ride from Philadelphia and she plans
to be there for the 1964 Reunion and
hopes to get a chance to have a talk
with Father Connors while there.
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOW!-
Bob Moore Pops Up
In Gl"eeley, Colol"ado
Bob Moore, a former Co. B, 39th
man writes from 2327 7th St., Gree-
ley, Colorado, and he wants to hear
from any of the men who served
with him in Mrica, Sicily. Since Bob
started corresponding with Secretary
Dan Quinn he has joined the Asso-
ciation, gotten his copy "8 Stars to
Victory," and has read that through.
He is now hoping to be able to work
out the details that will allow him
to attend the Reunion in Philadelphia
next July.
"THE GREEN HELL OF HUERTGEN FOREST!"
IS A HAIR-RAISING STORY IN MAGAZINE
"~an's Co?quest'" is the name ?f a carrying his tommygun, not yet in
natIOnally CIrculated pulp magazme. range to fire at the machine gun nest.
In ~he October, 19.63 ISSU~ a lengthy Another man sprinted along with
artIcle was publIshed tItled "The him while others hollered "Get down
Green Hell of Huertgen Forest!" you damn fool!" The man with Mor-
.~very paragraph of ~he story ~s ex- ris fe~l almost immediately, his sub-
CIt!ng and The OctofOlI would like to machmegun thrown in the air and
PrJ?t the story in. f~ll but ~pace limi- him .clawing at the pine needles.
tatIOns makes thIS ImpoSSIble. How- MorriS, bending as he ran, picked up
e:"er, parts of the. article. t?~t refers the fallen man's tommygun and
dI~ectly to. the Nmth DIVISIOns are when. he came in range advanced
bemg reprmted below: standmg straight up, pushing on
E CO., 2ND BN., 9TH DIV.- through the trees with his shoulders
OCTOBER 25, 1944 firing both tommyguns one with
The GIs crawled into the forest the each hand, from his hips. He run
way amphibious beasts crawl into smack into a mortar shell. Every-
water, with the waves closing around body thought he'd bought it but
them and never letting go. They when the smoke cleared the;e he
crawled .througl,1 ~he green darkness was still running; one arm was gone
of the mtertwmmg branches. and but he was still firi."lg the othel~ tom-
through a jungle of pine needles and mygun. Then as fate would have it
muck in a never-endin~ rain, chilled another mortar shell caught him and
to the bone day and night, never dry. this time there was nothing left.' But
Lieutenant Durant fresh out of the Nazi machine gun had turned in
OCS, was killed the first day by be- his direction to return the fire, and
ing foolish enough to think that it as th~ gun swung around, Roscoe
was safe to stand up amongst the and hIS men vaulted over the bunker
trees. The Germans, deep in the w~ll and shot down the Nazi ma-
bunkers of their first defense line chme gw;ners, their bullets nailing
of their four fortified lines, fired them agaInst the sand bags.
without aiming at any movement, NO WAITING
and with enough bullets flying the~' "Over here! Over here!" Roscoe
got him. Now. John Roscoe was in yelled. "Keep coming!" The other
command of the 2nd platoon, the new G.I.s came out from under the trees
gold bar on the collar of his field and jumped into the bunker Not
jacket almost shiny in the mucky waiting to catch their breath . they
undergr,?wth,. the .markings of his ran up the German trench, t~ssing
sergeant s strIpes stIll showing on his grenades ahead of them and the
sleeve. His main concern was for his Germans folded up under their mur-
guys to keep their heads down, but derous hand-to-hand attack. A
you can't gain ground with your face bunch of Krauts came out of the last
in the muck, so something had to bunker, shaking and with their arms
give. The wet ground shuddered and high, yelling, "Kamerad! Kamerad!"
heaved with the thuds of exploding One of the GIs still had a full clip
artillery, both incoming and outgo- and let go.
ing, and it was small comfort that "Isn't it a damn shame," he said
more was going than coming. Tree- stepping over their bodies, "I didn't
tops splintered in vicious tree bursts understand them."
but the danger was not only fro~ Anyway, it was all in the heat of
above. Every piece of open ground battle, and the Krauts who waited
was seeded with mines-box mines, before throwing up their arms were
teller mines, jump mines, and even better off because by that time the
some small ones, no bigger than a shooting was over and the platoon
girl's compact, but with enough ex- took 27 prisoners.
plosives to blow off a man's foot. The -PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
men had tried to clear out some of
the mines by firing rifle genades un- Locate Guel At Air Base
der the trees with long strings of
explosive primacord tied to the gren-
ades that blew up when the gren-
ades hit. That took out some of the
mines, but there were still plenty
left.
GET SET TO JUMP OFF
A runner from the company com-
mand post crawled up behind the
line. "Where's the new lieutenant?"
he yelled.
"Shut your mouth, boy," somebody
growled.
Lt. Roscoe sneaked out from be-
hind some trees.
"The Captain says to get set to
jump off," the runner told him. The
1st Battalion is up 500 yards on the
left. We goota fill the hole on this
flank."
"Will we get more artillery?"
"Sure, anything you want." _ _
"Tell them to lay on a couple of
dozen rounds and walk it back. As
soon as they stop we'll get off our
backsides."
The GIs weren't too happy. but
what the hell can you do? They hug-
ged the ground while the artillery
support came thundering in from be-
hind them, and as the thumps walk-
ed toward the German lines and the
crash of the splintered trees got soft-
er they finally got up one by one
and began racing forward, with the
pine brances slapping their faces and
the Kraut bullets whistling through
the trees. A couple of men got it
right off the bat and lay on the
ground kicking and screaming. Then
the Germans' front line cut loose
with their rifles and machine guns,
and their light trench mortars start-
ed coming through the trees. But the
GIs were too far forward now to
turn back. The men who ducked for
cover in front of the German posi-
tions were the first to get it because
without underbrush they were easi-
ly spotted. Their bodies bounced in
the mud when the machine gun bul-
lets plowed into them, and the guys
who were still standing started yell-
ing to give themselves courage and,
not ducking any more, ran through
the trees.
PINNED DOWN
A few of them stepped on mines
and were blown into the branches.
Lt. Roscoe, and a handful of GIs got
bunched up and pinned down in
front of a pillbox rampart made of
felled logs. The pillbox's machine
gun couldn't hit them in the defilade,
but they couldn't get out of the dip
and they had nothing with them to
blow the timber. Roscoe kept waving
his arm for support. until a bullet
blew off one finger, and he was still
waving it with blood sputtering all
around.
Pvt. Bill Morris of Tallahassee,
Fla.• saw him, sized up the situation
and came running up from the flank
LT. COL. JOHN MILLER AND THE FAMILY
SE,ND HOLIDAY GREETINGS AND THE NEWS
The Octofoil is in receipt of a
beautifully printed Christmas card
"DICKIE" HAS A from Lt. John W. Miller, stationed
somewhere in France. The card is
FEW MEMORIES printed in text type in both English
The Octofoil asked Board Member and French. Col. Miller was a 1st
"Dickie" Pestel, Columbus, 0., to jot Sergeant with Co. F, 60th. Mail ad-
down a few of the highlights on his dressed: MAAG FRANCE, APO 230,
flying trip to Worester for the Memo- New York, N. Y., will reach Col.
rial Servies. It seems that everything Miller.
happens to Pestel. Parts of the letter Mrs. Miller evidently prepared the
he sent in is as follows: mimeograph news sheet to be sent to
Edie and I took a flying trip to friends stateside. She goes into de-
Worcester for Memorial Servies. tails regarding the trip over on the
Layover in Pittsburgh, enabled me to SS America, landing at Le Havre,
call Bill Stokan and Herman Siebel,' preparatory to the Colonel's three-
"K" Co. 47th men. We left Pittsburgh year hitch in Paris. Much diffiiculty
on Flight 142 but he was unable to was experienced getting an apart-
land at Boston because of bad ment. Due to the serious illness of
weather. So we whirled around and Mrs. Miller's mother it was necessary
headed for Idlewild Airport, in New for her to return to the good old
York. We were shuttled by bus from U.S.A. As soon as the medics de-
Idlewild to LaGuardia. The bus driv- clared the patient out of danger Mrs.
er got lost wandering through the Miller returned to Paris and was
World's Fair Construction area. We happy to note the Colonel was a fair
were finally hustled aboard a giant housekeeper and had everything just
Eastern Airliner, arriving in Boston about setup for real housekeeping.
at 5:55 P.M., raining pitchforks down, A fall trip for a visit to the Scan-
and we landing 5 hours behind dinavian countries took the family
schedule. We boarded a bus in Bos- across five borders. Quoting from the
ton and headed for the Sheraton Ho- mimeographed sheet:
tel, in Worcester. Good old Franny "Copenhagen was all the song says
Maher, past National Association and more! Our limited time forced
President was at the Sheraton to us to move on to Sweden in a few
meet the' early arrivals. The hospi- days. The food was superb and the
tality of Franny and Olie's was worth friendliness of the people of Den-
alI the inconveniences experienced. mark and Sweden was a welcome
Edie Pestel's sickness, necessitat- change from Paris."
ing returning to Columbus one day Young Keith Miller is now 3lh
early was the only incident that was years old and is going to nursery
really serious. The little get-together school. In his conversation now he
session at Franny's home after the talks of the Eiffel Tower, Arc de
banquet at the Sheraton are always Triomphe, Germany, Denmark and
highights of a visit to Worcester. New York as nonchalantly as some
Edie's illness caused us to be forced youngsters talk about Yogi Bear and
to cancel out on plans to be at Fran- Huckleberry Hound.
ny's impromptu party. Colonel Miller pins the following
Returning by plane via Pittsburgh, note to the end of the mimeographed
Bill Stokan was again contacted and sheet:
advised a Board meeting would be My best to ALL Ninth Division
held in Pittsburgh April 4, 1964 Men. May God be with each and
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI- everyone.
GOLD STAR FAMILY -PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
HAS NEW ADDRESS .JAMES BOZEMAN
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. McIner- MAKES CONTACT
ney have moved from 1709 2nd Ave., "Pop" Woodside, former Co. B,
New York City, to 2451 Webb Ave., 60th man, has a son-in-law, James
Apt. 4A, Bronx 68, N. Y. Bozeman, who drives one of those
These Gold Star parents are an in- big cross-country jobs from Rome,
spiration to New York Chapter N. Y., to any other point in the coun-
members and to Sgt. McInerney's try. As luck would have it his sched-
old unit. Both Mr. and Mrs. McIner- ule called for going through Colum-
ney have become permanent fixtures bus, Ohio, enroute to Phoenix, Ariz.,
at any and all affairs of the National during the early morning hours ...
Associations, the annual Reunions and real early. No sooner had Boze-
and Memorial Services in Worcester, man hit the city limits of Columbus,
Mass. each year. They are loved and Ohio, than he slowed down the big
respected by all who have been for- monster he was driving to a grind-
tunate enough to meet and associate ing halt, and then himself entered a
with them at these affairs. telephone booth and placed a call to
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI- The Octofoil. He apologized for call-
Peft¥ Payne Having ~g. at such an, early hour but ~tated,
Some Tic:ker Trouble I J~st c~uldn t go through ~Ithout
callmg. I ve heard Pop mentIon the
Perry F. Payne, 782nd St., Chick- editor's name, Dan Quinn's name and
asaw, Ala., suffered a heart attack so many others that I feel like I
recently. He has lost about 30 pounds know 'em all 11 "
and thinks that now he might be able The Demon p:;~naJY' D' ,
t b k' t h' G I 'f seep rIver so squeeze ac In 0 IS " u.nI orm. son-in-law was invited out for an
P~rry attended the last ReUnIon and early A.M. cup of coffee, but he had
~~mkslfhbe tmtah~ kha~et over exehrt:d such a tight schedule to make, this
Imse u m s 1 was wort It. was impossible but hoped it could
The thrill he got from seeing old be arranged th~ next time he had a
buddies he hadn't seen for nearly load to deliver that necessitates driv-
20 years was a wonderful experience. ing through Columbus.
Perry wants to thank all those who Captain Henry Rigby tells this one
se~t him get-~ell cards while recov- on Woodside: He had successfully
ermg from hIS heart attack. Those driven the captain out of an area
cards cheered him up and helped as that was taking an awful beating
much as the medics, so says Perry. from the Germans' artillery. Imme-
HUNG~YpAiG~DUES NOW!- diately ~fter unloading Rigby' the
A troupe of show girls was enter- J eep DrIv~r got the co?traption
taining at an army base' and had started agam and headed right back
been at it all afternoon. They were into the shell-torn area. Believing
tired and hungry when the major that Woodside had cracked up and
finally asked them: lost all his marbles no one ever ex-
"Would you girls like to mess with pected to see him again but he was
the enlis.ted me this evening?" back within an hour 0; two. When
To whIch one cute blonde answer- Captain Rgb d d d Ied him' 1 y eman e an exp an-
"Sur~ but we will have to have ation "Pop" Woodside very casually
somethi~g to eat first." called to his attention the fact that
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI- "Pop" had left the hills hurriedly,
Half of the problems of the h~an and had forgotten to dig up a five-
race are due to lack of busme~s gallon can of Vino that he had buried
knowledge-knowledge of what IS up there
their business, and what is none of' .
their business. If Bozeman gets the tIme to stop
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI- by Columbus for any length of time,
The last word in any argument is he may get more historical facts and
what the wife has. Anything a hus- "Pop" Woodside might be sorry he
ban? s.ays after that IS merely the ever let that son-in-law know how
begInnmg of another argument. .
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOW!- to contact any of the old Go DevIl
If you think you are living in the gang.
space age just try to find a parking -PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI-
space uptown. Operating a business is like a fat
-PAY 1-9-6-4 DUES NOWI- woman trying to get into a girdle-
If the do-it-yourself craze con- you push here and you push there
tinues it might even extend to think- to keep expenses down but they pop
ing. up somewhere else.
RANDOM NOTES JOTTED
DOWN AT WORCESTER
Edgar Huff and his wife are
living in Spartanburg, S. C. Ed is
a former Co. B, 15th Engr. man.
On his trip back from Texas, Art
Schmidt stopped off in Spartan-
burg long enough to chat for a
while with Ed and Mrs. Huff,
who are pictured above.
Ed Hufl Has a Visitor
By ARTHUR RICHARD SCHMIDT
I noted that our favored Gold Star
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mc-
Inerney took their rightful places at
the table reserved for the Gold Star
parents at the Hotel Sheraton ban-
quet. At the same table were Mr. and
Mrs. Lynch and one other Gold Star
parent.
Pat Morano, a former New York
Chapter President, now living at
Chambersburg, Pa. (20 miles from
Gettysburg), reports all is well ~t
home. Pat met George Frankel m
New York, and George drove him
and the McInerneys to Worcester.
George served with the inten-ogation
unit of the Ninth Division.
The Memorial Mass was very in-
spiring. The same goes for the serv-
ices held at the Memorial outside of
the church. The speeches at the Ho-
tel Bancroft were very inspiring. The
fact that Father Connors allowed
himself to be the butt of the other
speakers only serves to show how
sincere and humble a man he is. The
rib steak dinner was a bargain at
$3.50.
PETE THOMAS IN WORCESTER
Peter B. Thomas, Co. B, 15th
Engrs. was at the mass. His wife
was asking why Charles' Hoffman
and his wife did not come up. Others
from the 15th Engrs. included George
Bender, Sidney Levison, George Wil-
liams, James Keohand, James Rior-
dan, Fred D'Amore, Fred Elmo. So
you can see the Engineers were well
represented. The congregation of the
Church deserves much praise for the
elaborate supper prepared at Father
Connors Coffee Shoppe.
The New York boyshad their C.P.
in Room 820. Some of the boys there
when my mother and I stopped in
were Jack Scully, Dan Quinn, Wal-
ter O'Keeffe, Frank Fazio, Mike
Gatto, John Rizzo, Lou Almassy, Ed
Egan, George Apar, Pat Morano and
others-with apologies now offered
to those who were present and their
names do not appear in this list.
Dave Gelman and Adolph Wadalav-
age were at the Connors' Coffee
Shoppe early Saturday evening. Gel-
man was getting rid of a large
amount of food.
Francis Maher was kind enough to
.. invite the writer and his mother to
i the Maher home for a bit of liquid
nourishment. It would have put us
,on the highway a bit late, so this
pleasant visit to Franny's was passed
up. It is hoped he understands and
will not refuse to extend that same
invitation next year.
While looking for the New York
C.P. the writer got lost-he wound
up with his mother visiting in Room
833 with Frank Buzanoski and his
lovely wife. Pat DeColli was par-
taking of Frank's fine brand of hos-
pitality. DeColli was with Co. B, 15th
Engrs. The Buzanoskis live at 2619
W. Grandview Blvd., Erie, Pa.
It was a pleasant surprise to meet
Joe Darbydas and his wife again.
Joe lives in Hollis, N. Y. He was
with the 34th FA., C Bty.
It was good to see George Kopac
at Worcester.
ON ANOTHER SUBJECT
Jerry Shapiro has come up with
another copy of the book, "Battle of
Huertgen Forest." He runs the Vil-
lage Bookstore. He has sent the book
directly to Carroll Leake, Box 88,
Robstown, Tex.
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